Historieal Idealism and Jehovah’s Witnesses 

A eritieal analysis of how they present their history 

Thomas Daniels 


The religious movement known today as Jehovah’s Witnesses had its start in the 1870’s. 1 Although this 
was not particularly long ago when eompared to the history of many other religious groups, it is still far 
enough in the past that those interested in the history of this organization are entirely dependant upon the 
printed page today. 

Jehovah's Witnesses are somewhat unique in this respeet inasmuch as there is a wealth of such material 
available. As the publishing entity for Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Watch Tower Bible & Traet Soeiety has 
from its ineeption, printed and distributed prodigious quantities of literature, 2 much of which is still fairly 
aeeessible today. This includes two offieial history books as well as several minor treatments of church 
history over the last fifty years. 3 

For Jehovah’s Witnesses, their past is important not just for its own sake, but because it earries an 
important doetrinal signifieanee. It is their belief that they as an organization were either direetly involved 
with or in some eases actually the target of a number of biblieal propheeies and prophetie parallels realized 
during the 20 th century. 4 Theiefore accuracy in the presentation of the past would ostensibly be very 
important to them, as differenees between what is believed to have happened and what actually did happen 
could potentially earry a eertain and perhaps severe doetrinal eost. 

In this, Jehovah's Witnesses are not alone. To use another eontemporary religious organization as an 
example, a eharge eommonly leveled by erities of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is that 
the church attempts to make itself more attraetive to potential eonverts through the deliberate presentation 
of an idealized history. To eite one of many examples, it is alleged that there are substantial differenees 
between Joseph Smith’s handwritten account of his first vision and the version that is actually presented to 
the public today. 5 While as a general rule it would be unrealistic to expect the offieial history of any 
religion to perfeetly mateh its period literature, espeeially when it eomes to details that may be subjective, 
signifieant diserepaneies in regard to material details would be elearly indieative of something amiss. Were 
the aforementioned eharge true, it would plaee the leadership of the LDS church in a very unenviable 
position, as their offiee al history would differ materially from what ean be established through the church’s 
own documents. 


1 Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers OfGod's Kingdom 1993, p. 42 

2 Ibid p. 348 

3 

Two offieial histories produced by the Watchtower Bible & Traet Soeiety are Jehovah ’s Witnesses In The Divine Piirpose (1959) 
and Jehovah’s Witnesses Proelaimers OfGod’s Kingdom (1993) Signifieant other works include the 1975 Yearbookof Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and The Watchtower of 1955 and 1956 

4 Examples would include Matthew 24:14-30, 45-51; 25:1-12; Revelation 7:4-10; 8:12:5,6; Isaiah 2:2-3; and Zeehariah 8:23 

5 Jerald and Sandra Tanner, The Changing World Of Monnonism , Moody Press, 1981, p. 151 
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Regardless of the motives or reasons why it is done, the deliberate presentation of a fietionalized history 
would be dishonest. Commenting on the importanee of honesty in religious organizations, the JW 
publication Is This Life AIl There Is? stated on page 46: 

Knowing these things, what will you do? It is 
obvious that the true God, who is himself “the 
God of truth” and who hates lies, will not look 
with favor on persons who eling to organizations 
that teaeh falsehood. (Psalm 31:5; Proverbs 6: 

16-19; Revelation 21:8) And, really, would you 
want to be even assoeiated with a religion that 
had not been honest with you? 

For any thinking member of the JW faith, what did or did not happen in the late 19 th and early 20 lh centuries 
eannot simply be dismissed as irrelevant. Diserepaneies between the period literature and what is presented 
to potential eonverts today on material details should be a cause for serious eoneern. This paper will 
through a thorough eomparison between current and past publications analyze this question, speeifieally in 
regard to the esehatology taught by Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


Although the idea that the Seeond Coming of Christ is both imminent and in sorne eryptie way, predieted in 
Scripture signifieantly predates the 19 lh century, the interpretive elements upon which Jehovah's Witnesses 
base their version of this belief have their roots in the early 1800's. One individual that is of some interest 
in this regard is John Aquila Brown, who in the year 1823 wrote a two vohime work entitled The Even- 
Tide; or, Last Triitmph of the Blessed and Only Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Brown 
predieted that "The full glory of the kingdom of Israel shall be perfeeted" based upon a period of 2520 
years. 6 This is the first known reeord of an expositor elaiming that the "seven times" of Nebuchadnezzar 
were a prophetie 2,520 year period. There is no reeord that Brown either sought or attained any signifieant 
following, but his ideas and methods were to greatly influence others for years to eome. 

Around 1818, another gentleman by the name of William Miller beeame eonvineed that he could calculate 
the date for Christ's retum. Miller initially based his calculation upon the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14. He 
believed that this period of days was prophetie inasmuch as it actually stood for a eorresponding number of 
years that should be counted frorn 457 BC., which he believed to be the year when Persian king Artaxerxes 
issued the order to rebuild the temple in Jemsalem. Eventually Miller's scriptural reekoning was expanded 
to fifteen separate proofs that Girist’s return and the start of the millennium or 7th “day” would occur 
sometime between Mareh 21, 1843 and Mareh 21, 1844. These included such things as counting 2520 years 
frorn the year 677 BC, which he believed to be the year when Jemsalem fell, and an intrieate adaptation of 
the Jewish Jubilee eyele, that involved counting 2450 years from 607 BC, which he believed to be the last 
year of Josiah's reign. Miller reeorded his interpretation in a sixty-four page pamphlet published in 1833 
entitled Evidenee frotn Seriptnre and History ofthe Seeond Coming of Christ About the YearAD 1843. 


6 John Aquila Brown, The Even Tide Volume I, 1823, pp. 130-131 
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Althemgh Miller never intended to form a new seet, this seems to have been the unavoidable consequence 
of the sensationalistie nature of his teaehings. Miller traveled Ameriea preaehing about Christ's return and 
the time of the end. His message spread aeross most Protestant denominational lines and he soon eame to 
have a large following made of up Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists. These so- 
ealled "Millerites" were labeled by religious watchers of the day as "Adventists." As 1843 approaehed 
Adventists beeame inereasingly divisive and antagonistie towards fellow Christians who would not join 
their movement. They began to publicly denounce all churches that rejeeted Miller's message, labeling 
them as "Babylon the Great," a term drawn from the fourteenth and seventeenth ehapters of Revelation. 

Initially, Miller had been somewhat vague about the exact date of Christ's Seeond Coming, simply stating 
that it would occur ”about 1843.” This was to ehange in January of 1843 when Miller stated that Christ 
would return sometime between Mareh of 1843 and Mareh of 1844. However the year 1843 elosed 
uneventfully. Although the Millerites were resolute in the early weeks of 1844, when Mareh had passed 
without anything having happened, Miller beeame very despondent and even admitted publicly that a 
mistake had been made. It was at this point where Samuel S. Snow, one of Miller’s followers suggested 
that based upon the Jewish ealendar, Christ should be expected in the fall of 1844 rather than the spring as 
Miller had thought. Although this new date was looked forward to with even greater antieipation than the 
previous one, Oetober 22, 1844 would beeome known in religious history as the “Great Disappointment.” 
After the seeond failure of Miller’s esehatology, the movement split into several seets. A few of the 
prominent leaders within the Millerite movement however, expressing what has beeome a familiar 
justification among end-times speculators, eontended that what had been predieted was the “wrong thing at 
the right time.” What this means is that they “spiritualized” the predietion, teaehing that Christ had in faet 
arrived right on schedule except that instead of deseending to earth, he had entered into the most holy of the 
heavenly temple. 7 Sinee this was an invisible spiritual event, it was impossible for any human to either 
prove or disprove and so beeame a matter of faith. Those that aeeepted this explanation eventually eame to 
be known as Seventh Day Adventists. 

Nelson H. Barbour, who had joined the Millerite movement in 1843 at the age of 19, did not aeeept this 
explanation. In Barbour's own words, he "...lost his religion eompletely after the Great Disappointment." 8 
He subsequently beeame a miner during the Australian gold msh and did not return home until some years 
later in 1859. It was during his voyage home that Barbour diseovered what he believed to be the eritieal 
error in Miller's reekoning. While Miller had started his count of the 1260, 1290, and 1335 "year days" of 
Revelation 11 and Daniel 12 at different points in the past, Barbour deeided that all three periods should be 
counted from a eommon starting point— 538 CE. This would move the end point for the 1335 "year days" 
and the time for Girist's arrival forward from 1843 to 1873. Upon his arrival in London, Barbour’s 
subsequent researeh indieated that 1872 would mark 6000 years sinee man's ereation. This he saw as a 
remarkable eonfirmation of the validity of his approaeh. Soon an esehatologieal picture every bit as 
complex as Miller's emerged based upon additional eoneepts such as “Israel's double,” the “Jubilee eyele,” 
“Parallel dispensations” and Brown’s 2520 years derived from the seven times of Daniel ehapter four. 
Barbour loeated the latter between the years 606 BC and 1914 AD. 


7 P. Gerard Damsteegt, Blessings OfThe Disappointment, Adventists Affirm, vol. 8, no. 2, Aritrimn 1994 


’ Nelson H. Barbour, Evielenees for the Coming ofthe Lord in 1873; or the Midnight Cry , 1871, p. 32 
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Barbemr published his findings in both the World's Crises and the Advent Christian Times , the two leading 
papers of the Advent Oiristian Assoeiation. In 1873, he started a monthly of his own titled The Midniglit 
Cry and Herald of the Morning. What followed is in sorne ways similar to the earlier events surrounding 
the Millerite movement. When the year 1873 ended with no visible eonfirmation, the date was extended to 
the fall of 1874. When that year too eame and went, Barbour and his followers experienced great eoneern. 
It was at this point that B. W. Keith, a reader of The Midnight Cry notieed that Benjamin Wilson's 
Emphatie Diaglott, an interlinear translation of J. J. Griesbaeh’s reeension of the New Testament renders 
the Greek word 7JOCpO'l)<7lOC (Parousia) as "presenee." Based upon this rendering, he suggested that 
perhaps Christ really had eorne in fall of 1874 after all, and that this had been an invisible event. Barbour, 
who was unwilling to abandon his intrieate ehronology found this solution attraetive. 9 Onee again it was a 
ease of expecting the “wrong thing at the right time." 

Barbour subsequently published speeifie details as to the end of the Gentile Tirnes in his monthly 
periodieal, which now earried the abbreviated title Herald OfThe Morning. However, unlike John Aquila 
Brown, he failed to account for the laek of a "zero year" between 1 BC and 1 AD. 


1 lu*lu»vi* that ìhongli Mu*gospcl ilispensa- 
tion \vi!l etnl in 187H, the Ji*\vs \vlll not bt* 
reatored to Paleslim*, tint-il 18H1; and thr*t 
the “ timea of tho Gentilea,” viz. their seven 
prophetie times, of 11520, nr tvvieo 1200 yenrs, 
wbich began wht*re God gm e all, into the 
handa of Nebuchadnepar, 000 n. e.; do not 
end nntil a. d. 1914; òr 40 yeara froin this. 

Herald OfThe Morning September, 1875 p. 52 


Charles Taze Russell, who would later found the Watch Tower Bible & Traet Soeiety, first eame into 
eontaet with Barbour’s researeh in January of 1876. Although Russell had been intrigued by some aspeets 
of Adventism sinee about 1869, he had previously rejeeted Adventist ehronology and date setting. 10 
However he was so impressed with Barbour's work that he paid his expenses to eome to Philadelphia to 
rneet with him. Russell would later deseribe this meeting in the July 15, 1906 issue of Zion's Watch Tower: 


Anxious to learn, from any quarter, whatever God liad 
to teaeh, I at onee wrote to Mr. Barbour, informing him of 
my liarmony on otlier points and desiring to know particu- 
larly why, and upon what Scriptural evidenees, he held 
that eiirist ’s presenee and the harvesting of the Gospel age 
dated from the Autumn of 1874. 


[Reprints p. 3822] 


9 

Charles Taze Russell, Harvest Gatherings And Siftings, The Watch Tower; July 15, 1906, p. 230 

10 ibid 


4 



Russell explained that Barbour’s scriptural evidenee had eonvineed him of the reality of Christ's invisible 
presenee and then continues: 

I determined to curtail my business eares and give my 
time as well as means to the great harvest work. Aeeord- 
ingly, I sent Mr. Barbour baek to his home, with money and 
instruetions to prepare in eoneise book-form the good tidings 
so far as then understood, including the time features, while 
I elosed out my Philadelphia business preparatory to en- 
gaging in the vrork, as I aftervvard did, traveling and preaehing. 

The little book of 196 pages thus prepared vvas entitled 
The Three WorlcLs; and as I was enabled to give some time 
and thought to its preparation it was issued by us both jointly, 
both names appearing on its title page—though it was mainly 
written by Mr. Barbour. While it was not the fìrst book to 
teaeh a measure of restitution, nor the fìrst to treat upon time 
propheey, it was, we believe, the first to eombine the idea of 
restitution with time-propheey. From the sale of this book and 
from my purse, our traveling expenses, ete., were met. After 
a time I eoneeived the idea of adding another harvest laborer 
and sent for Mr. Paton, who promptly responded and whose 
traveling expenses were met in the same manner. 

[Reprints p. 3822] 

The resultant work, Three Worlds And The Harvest Of This World bore the names of both men as 
publishers. Three Worlds explained in extremely lengthy and at times, tentative terms that 1874 and the 
eommeneement of Christ's invisible presenee had marked the start of a forty-year “time of trouble’’ prior to 
the millennium. 

Another publication produced during the brief partnership between Russell and Barbour was a 64 page 
booklet written entirely by Russell entitled, The Objeet And Manner Of Our Lord’s Retnrn which is the 
first known written reeord of Russell’s belief in an invisible Paroitsia. This was also published in the year 
1877. 


5 



The partnership between Riissell and Barboiir ended just a year later when the latter rejeeted the doetrine of 
substitutionary atonement. 11 Riissell however retained the elaborate ehronology, prophetie speeiilation and 
esehatology outlined in Three Worlds largely intaet throughout the rest of his life. After the two parted 
eompany, he eommeneed piiblieation of a monthly of his own entitled Zion ’s Watch Tower and Herald of 
ehrist’s Presenee, the first issue of which appeared in July of 1879. As the title siiggests, the purpose of 
this periodieal in part, was to annoimee the faet that unknown to the vast majority of hmnanity, the Seeond 
Advent of Christ was underway, having eommeneed in 1874. 
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PROSPECTUS 

This is the first mimber of the first voltime of “ZlON’8 
Watch Toweb,” and it may not be amiss to state the objeet 
of its publication. 

That we are living “in the last days”—“the day of the 
ÍKjrd”—“the end” of the Gospel age, and eonsequently, in the 
dawn of the “new” age, are faets not only diseernible by the 
elose student of the Word, led by the spirit, bnt the outward 
signs veeognizable by the world bear the same testimony, and 
we are desxrous that the “household of faith” be fully awake 
to the faet, that— 

“We are living, we are dwellíng 
In a grand and awful time; 

In an age on ages telling 
To be living is sublime.” 

And not alone to lielp awaken, but to assist them to “put 
on the ivhole armor of God, that they may be able to stand in 
the evil day;” and, besides all this, that giving all diligenee, 
they add to their faith, virtue, and to virtue, knowledge, self 
eontrol, [temperanee,] brotherly kindness, eharity; when, as a 
result of th'ese indwelling and ítourishing graees, they shall be 
God-like [godly]. 

But, reoognizing the beauty and neeessity of these adorn- 
ments of the spiritual man, they fail not to reeognize that the 
merit toward God lies not in these moral vìrtuea, but in ehrist’s 
perfeet saorifee, and though adorned by all these gems of ehar- 
aeter, we could not be reeognized as God’s ehildren now, nor 
permitted ever to enter His presenee without the robe of Ghriet’s 
righteousness, the “wedding garment” neeessary to our par- 
tieipation in “the marriage of the Lamb.” 

Christians to whom an apology would be needed for direeting 


attention to these things, should blush and be ashamed. Every- 
thing desirable, hopeful and precious stands elosely and ever 
eonneeted with them. They embraee nearly all the great mo- 
tives to faith, watchfulness, obedienee, holiness. 

If God has given us a revelation, and tells us that it is 
profitable for doetrine, for reproof, for eorreetion, for instrne- 
tion in righteousness, that the man of God may be thoroughly 
furnished unto every good word and work, where do so many 
Christians who profess to aeeept that Word of God as t.heìr 
rule and guide, get liberty to ignore more than one-half of it, 
thereby virtually saying it is unprofitablet When Goá has 
given us “a sure word of propheey whereunto ive do well to 
talee heed and when “the Lord God of the holy prophets sent 
His angel to show unto His servants the things which must 
shortly be done,” shall those servants feel under no obligation 
to seek to imderstand those heavenly messages! 

8hould they heed worldly men and a worldly church who 
deem it pioua and vvise not to bother with these things, who 
would have us put them aside as empty fables and eurious sto- 
riea, and strange imagery, which could only unsettle our minds 
and interfere with Christian work; or shall we heed God who 
deelares “these sayings faithful and true” and says: “Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this propheey, 
and keep the things that are written therein?” Surely He 
knows what is hest calculated to inspire “a zeal aeeording to 
knowledge,” and what is neeessary that we “be not soon shaken 
in ntind 

“To him that hath an ear to hear what the spirit saith 
unto the churches,” Zion’s Watch Towee hopes to give assis- 
tanee and encouragement. It is in bondage to no man, no 
party and to no ereed but the Bible; yet ín the bonds of love 
and sympathy to “all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in truth 
and sineerity.” It aims to represent “the ehaste virgins,” the 
prospeetive “Bride of Christ,” and with them acknowledges 
only one master and head—Christ Jesus. 

As its name indieates, it aims to be the lookout from whence 
matters of interest and proíìt may be announced to the “little 
floek,” and as the “Herald of Christ’s Presenee ” to give the 
“meat in due season” to the “household of faith.” 

It issues monthly, and if you desire its viait to your home, 
address at onee as per notiee on this page. If you have a neigh- 
bor or friend who you think would be interested in or bene- 
fited by its instructions, you might eall it to their attention; 
thus preaehing the Word and doing good unto all men as you 
have opportunity. 

The terms, fifty eents a year, (postage paid,) are moderate; 
but to all interested and desirous of having it, who eannot 
atford to pay, we will gladly send it free, but you must ask 
that ye may reeeíve. _ 


IN RE “THE LAST TRUMP” 

Bro, H. B. Rioe, editor and publisher of The Last Trump, 
has been obliged by circumstances beyond his eontrol to sus- 
pend its publication. Knowing that such a eourse was prob- 
able, we two roonths ago proposed to Bro. Biee that we would 
supply The Watch Towek to his subscribers, instead of The 
Trump, up to the elose of their subscriptions, and we invited 
him to speak to his old subscribcrs, and others of the body of 
Ghrist, through Zion’s Wátch Toweb. 

He has aeeepted both propositions, sent the list of sub- 
seribers, and in an open letter to them says, “I will endeavor to 
eontribute something to The Watch Tower every_ month,” &c. 

As we are much crowded, we have published this letter as a 
supplement, and sent it to the subseribers of The Last Trump. 


[Reprints p. 3] 


Charles Taze Russell, Harvest Gatherings And Siftings The Watch Tower; July 15, 1906, p. 229 See also Nelson H. Barbour, The 
Herald OfThe Morning, August 1877 
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The first issiie of Zion ’s Watch Tower plainly stated that the objeet of its piiblieation was to make known 
the faet that mankind was living in the "last days" and the end of the "Gospel age." 


PROSPECTUS 

This is the iirst nrnnber of the first volume of “Zion’s 
Watch Towe»,” and it raay not be amiss to state the objeet 
of its publication. 

That we are living “in the last days”—“the day of the 
Lord”—“the end” of the Gospel age, and consequently, in the 
dawn of the “new” age, are faets not only diseernible by the 
elose student of the Word, led by the spirit, but the ontieard 
signs reeognizable by the world bear the same testimony, and 
we are desirous that the “household of faith” be fully awake 
to the faet, that— 

“We are living, we are dwelling 
In a grand and awful time; 

In an age on ages telling 
To be living is sublime.” 


[Reprints p. 3] 


The May 1881 issue of Zion ’s Watch Tower on page 5 emphasized the faet that the Bible Stiidents were not 
looking forward to Christ’s return as a future event: 


We would like to eorreet 
this misapprehension onee for all, by stating that we do not 
espeet Jesus to eome this year, nor any other year, for we 
believe that all time propheeies (bearing upon Jesus’ eoming) 
ended at and before the fall of 1874, and that He eatne there, 
and the seeond advent is now in progress and will continue 
during the entire Millennial age. We believe that his presenee 
will be revealed to the eyes of men’s nnderstandings gradually 
during this “Day of the Lord,” (forty years—from 1874 to 
1914,) as it now is to ours; except that we, diseern it through 
tlie word of propheey revealed by the Spirit, and they will 
reeognize his presenee by His judgment upon Nominal Zion, 
and the World—for the Father “hath eommitted all jndgment 
iinto the Son.” 

[Reprints p. 224] 


The Janiiary 15, 1892 issue of Zion's Watch Tower on page 19 spoke of the events which were expected to 
occur in the eoming years: 


The Scriptures give immistakable testimony to fhose who 
have full faith in its reeords, that there is a great time of 
trouble ahead of the present eomparative ealm in tlie world— 
a trouble which will embroil all nations, overthrow all exist- 
ing institiitions, eivil, soeial and religious, bring about a uni- 
versal reign of anarehy and terror, and prostrate humanity 
in tlie very dust of despair, thlis to make them ready to ap- 
preeiate the power that will bring order out of that confu- 
sion and institute the new rule of righteousness. All this, the 
Seriptiires show us, is to eome to pass before the year 1915 
(See Millennial Dawn, Yol. II., Ohapter IY.)—that is, 
within the next twenty-three years. And in view of these 
ealamities the Lord’s eonseerated ones are told not to be 
alarmed, knowing what the grand outcome is to be. 

[Reprints p. 1354] 
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The same issue on page 21 again stressed the faet that Mankind was living in the short time between 
Christ’s invisible Paroiisia and his visible advent, reiterating the faet that everything would be over with by 
Oetober of 1914: 


While it was an agreeable snrprise to us (in view of the 
eontrary sensational accounts so often published) to find the 
situation in Europe as we here deseribe it—in harniony with 
what the Scriptures had led us to expect—yet so great is our 
eonfidenee in the Word of God and in the light of present 
truth shining upon it, that we could not have doubted its 
testimony whatever had been the appearanees. The date of 
tlie elose of that “battle” is definitely marked in Seriptiire as 
Oetober, 1914. It is already in progress, its beginning dating 
from Oetober, 1874. Thus far it has been ehiefly a battle of 
words and a time of organizing forees—eapital, labor, armies 
and eeeret soeieties. 

[Reprints p. 1355] 


The July 15, 1894 issue of Zion's Watch Tower on page 224 explained the uniqueness ofthe times: 


No one ean be indifferent to the phenomenal times in which 
we are living; for, although the rush and crush of business 
and pleasure continue, and even inereasingly, there is, deep 
down in men’s hearts, even at the theaters and sporting 
grounds, a feeling of unrest which eannot be better deseribed 
than by the prophetie words of our Master: “Men’s hearts 
failing them for fear and for looking after [toward] those 
things eoming upon the earth.” 

We who know tehat is eoming are relieved from anxiety; 
for, although we see near us a dark night of intense trouble, 
such as has not been sinee there was a nation, we see also 
the glorious beyond—the Millennial day, which “lights the 
gloom with healing ray.” We ean wait patiently, although not 
without interest and deep eoneern, for the development of 
God’s great plan of the ages, now so near its consummation. 

It is interesting to look baek and note the accuracy of the 
fiilfillment of God’s Word, bo that our hearts may be estab- 
lished with the greater eonfidenee respeeting the future—the 
things eoming upon the earth. For instanee, as we look baek 
and note that the Scriptures marked 1873 as the end of six 
thousand years from Adam to the beginning of the seventh 
thousand, and the fall of 1874 as the beginning of the forty- 
year harvest of the Gospel age and day of wrath for the over- 
throw of all the institutions of “this present evil world [or 
order of affairs],”* we ean see that faota have well borne out 
those predietions of Scripture. We see that the present world- 
wide distress had its beginning there; that it has been pro- 
gressing with inereasing momentum every year sinee; and that, 
as the Apostle Paul deelared it would be, so it has been, and 
so it is—“As travail upon a woman with ehild.” Eaeh spasm 
of pain is more intense; and so it evidently will continue to 
be until the death of the present order of things and the birth 
of the new. 


[Reprints p. 1675] 


The same issue on page 266 reiterated that 1914 was the date for the end rather than the beginning of the 
“time of troiible,” eonfidently stating that in the aiithor’s opinion, these were “God’s dates”: 


CAN IT BE DELAYED UNTIL 1914? 


Seventeen years ago people said, eoneerning the time fea- 
tures presented in Millenniai, Dawn, They seem reasonahle 
in many respeets, but surely no such radieal ehanges eould 
oceur between now and the elose of 1914: if you had proved 
that they would eome about in a century or two, it would 
«eem much more probable. 

What ehanges have sinee occurred, and what veloeity is 
gained daily? 

“The old is quickly passing and the new is eoming in.” 

Now, in view of reeent labor troubles and threatened an- 


arehy, our readers are writing to know if there may not be a 
mistake in the 1914 date. They say that they do not see how 
present eonditions ean hold out so long under the strain. 

We see no reason for ehanging the figures—nor could we 
ehange them if we would. They are, we believe, God’s dates, 
not ours. But bear in mind that the end of 1914 is not the 
date for the beginning, but for the end of the time of trouble. 
We see no reason for ehanging from our opinion espressed in 
the view presented in the Watch Tower of Ja.nuary 15, ’92. 
We advise that it be read again. 
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The Mareh 15, 1902 issue of Zion ’s Watch Tower on page 88 questioned whether any Bible stiident who at 
this point was ignorant of this important event was properly awake to the use of his privileges and 
opportimities: 


To our understanding there are strong proofs that our 
Lord’s paronsia began in the Autumn of 1874. We have seen 
nothing with our natural eyes; only with the eyes of the un- 
derstanding, only in the light of “the more sure word of 
propheey,” do we know this, which we sineerely believe and 
affirm, and which is important news to all who elaim to be 
watchers. The faet that any watcher should have remained 
in ignoranee of this important event for now more than twen- 
ty-seven years, would seem of itself to be an indieation that 
he had not been properly awake to the use of his privileges 
and opportunities—that he had not been sufficiently watchful of 
the sure word of propheey to which he was instructed to talee 
heed; and that therefore he had been left at least partially 
ignorant of the important things transpiring throughout the 
world during these years. 


[Reprints p. 2676] 


Between the years 1886 and 1904, Russell wrote and piiblished six vohimes in a series of books originally 
known as Millennial Dawn and in printings subsequent to 1904 as Stndies in the Seriptnres. These books 
systematieally deseribed Russell’s views in eonsiderable detail. The first voliime, originally titled The Pìan 
Of The Ages was intended to give a broad overview of God’s plan by defining terms as basie and 
fiindamental to the discussion as the Lord’s retiirn, the day of judgement, the kingdom of God, ete. On 
page 288, Riissell explained that when fidly set up, there would be two parts or “phases” to this kingdom: 


TWO PHASES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

While it is true, as stated by our Lord, that the Kingdom 
of God eometh not —does not make its first appearanee— 
with outward show, in due time it is to be made manifest 
to all by outward, visible and unmistakable signs. When 
ftilly set up, the Kingdom of God will be of two parts, a 
spiritual or heavenly phase and an earthly or human phase. 
The spiritual will ahvays be invisible to men, as those eom- 
posing it will be of the divine, spiritual nature, which no 
man hath seen nor ean see (i Tim. 6 : 16 ; John i: 18 ); 
yet its presenee and power will be mightily manifested, 
ehiefly through its human representatives, who will eonsti- 
tute the earthly phase of the Kingdom of God 

The Divine Plan OfTheAges p. 288 (1916 edition) 


lt ean be seen then that Russell believed that the earth served an important pmpose in the Divine plan and 
aeeordingly, the Kingdom of God would exist on earth as well as in heaven. 
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Riissell held a very elearly defmed view of where he was in the stream of time and in the vohimes that 
followed, this was amplified iipon at length. Riissell for example, believed that he was living in the elosing 
days of the “Time of the End.” The third voliime in the Millennial Dawn series, Thy Kingdom Come (1891) 
explained on page 23 what he imderstood this term to mean: 


STUDY II 

“THE TIME OF THE END,” 

OR “DAY OF HIS PREPARATION” 

—DANIEL XI- 

TMe Time of the End-Its Commencement, A.D. 1799-Its Close, A.D. 
1914 — What is to be Prf.pared, and the Object—The World’s Historv 
Prophetically Traced Throvgh its Chief Riii.ers—From B.C. 405 to 
This Day of Preparatton—The Beginning of the Time of thf. End Defi- 
hitely Marked, yet Without Names or Dates. 

THE “Time of the End,” a period of one hundred and fif- 
teen (115) years, from A.D. 1799 to A.D. 1914, 1 is partieii- 
larly marked in the Scriptures. “The Day of His 
Preparation” is another name given to the same period, be- 
cause in it a general inerease of knowledge, resulting in dis- 
eoveries, inventions, ete., paves the way to the eoming 
Millennium of favor, making ready the meehanieal deviees 
which will eeonomize labor, and provide the world in gen- 
eral with time and eonvenienees, which under Christ’s 
reign of righteousness will be a blessing to all and aid in fill- 
ing the earth with the knowledge of the Lord. And it is a 
day or period of preparation in another sense also; for by 
the inerease of knowledge among the masses, giving to all a 
taste of liberty and luxury, before Christ’s rule is estab- 
lished to rightly regulate the world, these blessings will 
gradually beeome ageneies of class-power and will result in 
the uprising of the masses and the overthrow of eorporative 
Trusts, ete., with which will fall also all the present domin- 
tonsof earth, eivil and eeelesiastieal. And thus the present is 

See Author’s Foreword (1916), p. i. 


23 


Thy Kingdom Come p. 23 (Reprint of 1916 Edition) 
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Pages 304 and 305 explained that the seventh millenniiim had begim in 1873; that Christ’s Seeond Advent 
had begnn in 1874; and that the setting up of the kingdom had eommeneed in 1878: 


3°4 Thy Kingdom Comc. 

While in nominal Zion, as the Prophet Isaiah predifted 
the sinners who have forgotten or failed to keep their eov- 
enant with the Lord are afraid of the dark elotids that ob- 
seitre tlie brightness of his faee, and fearftilness hath stir- 
prised the hypoerites, true Zion with eyes of faitl. sees the 
King in liis beauty, and beholds the land that is yet far off 
the land of eorn and wine, the glorious inheritanee into 
which this mighty King and great Deliverer has eome to 
lead the fallen raee—a land wherein the inhabitants shall 
not say, I am siek; for the people that dwell therein shall 
be one whose iniquity is forgiven.—Isa. 33:14, 17, 24. 

That glorious land, that Paradise restored, we now elearly 
diseern beyond the vista of a thousand years; and with joy 
and smging, under the leadership of this greater Prophet 
than Moses, who is even now in our midst, shall the triumph- 
ant hosts of the redeemed be led along the grand high- 
way of holiness toward that fair land of rest from sin and 
death and every evil thing. 

“ O, sing unto the Lord, ye saints of his, and give thanks 
at the remembranee of lhs holiness. For his anger [which 
must neeessarily be manifested in thegreat trouble that will 
soon ovenvhelm the world] endureth but a moment. In 
hts favor is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
eometh in the morning. ” And soon the ehastened and eon- 
verted world shall eateh the strain of praise and sing, 

“ Thou hast turned my mourning into daneing; thou hast 
put off my saekeloth, and girded me with gladness, to the 
end that my glory may sing praise to thee and never 
be silent. O Lord, my God, I will give thanks unto thee 
forever.”—Psa. 30:4, 5, n, 12. 

Now ea'l ‘° mind the steps, well founded in the “sure 
word of propheey,” by which we have eome to this heart- 
eheering and soul-stirring knowledge. Behind us are all 
the prophetie landmarks which point to this time as the 



Thy God Ràgntth / 
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m0 st wonderful period in all the history of the world. They 
have shown us that sinee 1873 we have been lmng m the 
seventh millennmm; tliat the lease of Genttle doromton, 

11 Th e Times of the Gentiles,” will expire with the year 
,ni4 • and that the advent of him whose nght ìt ts to take 
the dominion was due in 1874. They have shown us that 
ln the days of these Gentile kings, before their lease of 
power eapires, the God of heaven wM set up aKingdom, 
ml that the setting up of that Kingdom has aítnally been 
in progress sinee the year 1878; that there the resarrea.on 
of all the dead in Ghrist was due; and that therefore, s.noe 
that date, not only is our Lord and Head tnvis.bly present 
in the world, but all these holy messengers are also w.th 
him. And observe, frother, that this date of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead in Christ parallels the date of the resnrree- 
tion of the Head of the body. Our Lord 3 ^ 

oeenrred three and a half years after h.s advent as the M«- 
siah in A. D. 29; and the resnrreaion of h.s body, the 
I Church, we have seen, was due in the ysar .878, three and 
a half years after his seeond advent, m ° a °* r l8?4 ’ rf , 

I Propheey has also indieated the manner of our Lord^ 

[ retnrn, so that, thongh he is present, we shonld notexptó 
to see either him or the risen sa.nts, who are now m h 
likeness except by the eye of faith—faith ìn the sure 
; word of propheey; ” thongh we have learned that th®e w o 
now eonstitnte “ the feet of Chr.st shali also shortly be 
? ehanged to the same glorioiis likeness. They shall then be 
spint beings, like him, Christ, and like all the nsen sa.nts 
wl.o are now with him, and will in due time see h.m asht.i. 
r °hn 3:2.) Wc have also seen that the eom.ng of the 
foretold ElJ and of the predifled Man of S.n, wh.ch were 
to preeede his advent, are aeeomplished fa “\ 

We have marked, too, the fixed dates to wh.ch the Prophet 
Daniel ealls attention The 2,300 days pomt to .846 a. 
aoe 


(1905 edition) 
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On pages 306 and 307, the signifieanee of the dates was again emphasized: 


306 Thy Kingdom Come. 

the time when God’s sandtuary would be eleansed of the 
defiling errors and prineiples of Papaey; and we have noted 
the eleansing there aeeomplished. We have noted the ful- 
filment of the 1,260 days, or the time, times and half a time, 
of Papaey's power to persecute, and the beginning there, in 
1799, of the Time of the End. We have seen how the 
1,290 days marked the beginning of an understanding of 
the mysteries of propheey in the year 1829, culminating in 
the great movement of 1844 known as the Seeond-Advent 
movement, when, aeeording to the Lord’s prediétion, the 
wise virgins went forth to meet the Bridegroom, thirty years 
prior to his atìtial eoming. We have seen the fulfilment of 
the predidted tarrying; and for fifteen years the midnight 
ery, “ Behold the Bridegroom ! ” has gone forth. We have 
marked with speeial delight the 1,333 days, pointing, as they 
do, to 1874 as the exadl date of our Lord’s rehtrn; and 
we have sinee that time experienced the very blessedness 
promised—through the elearer unfoldings of the wonderful 
mysteries of the divine plan. 

Then we have seen the great harvest work, in its ap- 
pointed time and order, beginning in the autumn of the year 
1874, gradually and silently, but rapidly, progressing. We 
have marked the bundling and binding of the tares, and the 
gathering of the wheat. And what blessing and joy eome 
to us in the assurance that sinee the snminer of 1878, when 
the King took his great power and began his reign by the 
resurre6tion of those who slept in Jesus, it is no longer 
needftil that his members shotild “sleep” and wait for 
glory, but that for eaeh the moment of finishing his course 
in death is the moment of the joyfiil “ ehange ” to the full 
perfedtion of the divine nature and likeness. Indeed, 
“ blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from heneeforth ” 
forever. They rest from their labors , but their works eon- 
tinue; for the work on the other side the vail is the same 
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work in which all the overeomers are engaged on this side 
the vail; except that, with those who have entered into the 
glory of the divine nature, the work is no longer laborious, 
and no longer eosts fatiguing saerifiee. 

In addition to all this, wc see the beginnings of the re- 
tum of divine favor to fleshly Israel already manifested in 
the beginning of a turning away of their blindness and preju- 
diee against Christ Jcsus, in the opening up of the land of 
promise and their expulsion from other lands, and also ìn 
the returning fniitfiilness of Palestine itself. 1 hese outward 
signs alone, aside from all prophetie dates and times, would 
be strong evidenees that we are living in the elose of the 
age appointed for the seleaion of the Church or Kingdom 
elass, trecause of the positive assurance of the Scriptures 
that their blindness and east-off eondition would continue 
only until the members of the body of Christ had been se- 
leéted. 

Standing thus, as we do, at this late date in the Time ot 
the End, and in the very midst of the harvest of the age, 
and looking fonvard for the settlement of all the eompli- 
eated questions of these feverish times within the brief spaee 
of the next twenty-three years, how solemn and intense are 
the feelings of those who liave faith in the sure word of 
propheev. The momentous and perplexing questions which 
will culminate in the great trouble, of which Damel fore- 
warns iis, are now agitating the public mind, and are fast 
approaehing the terrible erisis. But this great erisis of the 
“day of vengeanee” and “wrath” upon the nations we 
must leave for eonsideration in the sneeeeding volume, as 
the siibjeít is too large and too important for onr present 
spaee. But let us rejoiee in the faét that beyond the trouble, 
and even beyond the helpful diseipline of the reign of Chrisf 7 
we see the glorious land of rest, the blessed and eternal m- 
heritanee of a redeemed and restored raee. 


(1905 edition) 
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Volume II, The Time Is At Hand (1889) on pages 76, 77 & 78 speeifieally listed seven items due to occur 
before the year 1914 


76 The Ttmt is at Hand. 

beeome eomipt, vain and idolatrous, in proportion as they 
had attained national distinétion. This was in the days of 
King Zedekiah; and the divine deeree was expressed ìn the 
words of the prophet: ' # Thus saith the Lord God, remove 
the diadem and take off the crown: this shall not be the 
same: exalt him that is low and abase hira that is high. I 
will overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it shall be no more 

until he eome whose right it is, and I will give it him."_ 

Ezek. 2i: 24-27. 

This overtuming of the crown, or dominion, has been 
aeeomplished. It was first turned over to Babylon, then 
to Medo-Persia, then to Greeia, and then to Rome. The 
eharaéler of these empires, as reeorded on the pages of his- 
tory, we have found to agree perfeétly with the prophetie 
deseriptions, as portrayed in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of 
the great image and in Daniel’s vision of the four l>easts. 
This overturned eondition of Israel's dominion was to eon- 
tinue until Christ, the rightful heir to the throne of Israel 
and all the earth, who purchased it with his own precious 
blood, would eome and take eontrol. His, as we have 
seen, will be the fifth universal empire of earth, the King- 
dom of God undcr the whole heavens. But unlike the 
preeeding four dominions which were permitted for an 
appointed time, and therefore reeognized, though not ap- 
provingly, this one will be approved and established by God, 
as his representative in the earth. It will be God’s King- 
dom, the Kingdom of Jehovah’s Anointed. It will be 
established gradually, during a great time of trouble with 
which the Gospel age will elose, and in the midst of which 
present dominions shall be utterly consumed, passing away 
amid great confusion. 

In this ehapter we present the Bible evidenee proving 
that the fiill end of the times of the Gentiles, i. e., the full 
end of their lease of dominion, will be reaehed in A. D. 


Times of the Gentiles. 


77 


1914; and that that date tvill be the farthest limit of the rale of 
imperfeel men. And be it observed, that if this is shown to 
be a faít firmly established by the Scripturcs, it will prove 

Firstly, That at that date the Kingdom of God, for which 
Our Lord taught us to pray, saying, “ Thy Kingdom eome,’ ’ 
will have obtained full, universal eontrol, and that ìt will 
then be “set up,” or firmly established, in the earth. 

Seeondly, It will prove that he whosc right it is thus to 
take the dominion will then be present as earth’s new 
Ruler; and not only so, but it wUl also prove that he will be 
present for a eonsiderable period before that date; because 
the overthrotv of these Gentile governraents is diretìly 
caused by his dashing them to pieees as a potter’s vessel 
(Psa. 2:9; Rev. 2:27), and establishing in their stead his 
own righteous govemment. 

Thirdly, It will prove tliat some time before the end of 
A. D. 1914 the last member of the divinely reeognized 
Church of Christ, the “royal priesthood,” “the body of 
ehrist,” will be glorified with the Head; beeatise every 
member is to reign with Christ, being a joint-heir with hitn 
of the Kingdom, and it eannot be fully “set up” without 
every member. 

Fotirthly, It willprove that from that time fonvard Jcru- 
salem shall no longer be trodden down of the Gentiles, but 
shall arise from the dust of divine disfavor, to honor; because 
the “Times of the Gentiles” wiUbe fitlfilled or eompleted. 

Fifthly, It will prove that by that date, or sooner, Israel’s 
I blindness will begin to be turncd away; because their 
“blindnessinparl” wasto continueonly “a«* 7 thefulness 
of the Gentilesbe eome in” (Rom. 11: 25)» or > ' n olller 
words, untU the full number from among the Gentiles, who 
are to be members of the body or bride of Ghrist, would 
be fully seleéled. 

SKtthly, It will prove that the groat “ time of ttoiiblestteh 


(1907 edition) 


13 




This list was finished on page 78 


The Time ts ai Hand. 

as never was sinee there was a nation,” will reaeh its cul- 
mination in a world-wide reign of anarehy; and then men 
will learn to be still, and to know that Jehovah is God 
and that he will be exalted in the earth. (Psa. 46 : 10 .) 
The eondition of things spoken of in symbolie language 
as raging waves of the sea, melting earth, falling mountains 
and burning heavens will then pass away, and the ‘ ‘new heav- 
ensand new earth” with their peaceful blessings willbegin 
to be reeognized by trouble-tossed humanity. But the 
Lord’s Anointed and his rightful and righteous authority 
will first be reeognized by a eompany of God’s ehildren 
while passing through the great tribulation—the elass rep- 
resented by m and t on the Chart of the Ages (see also 
pages 235 to 239 , Vol. j.); afterward, just at its elose, by 
fleshly Israel; and ultimately by mankind in general. 

Seventhly, It will prove that before that date God’s King- 
dom, organized in power, will be in the earth and then 
smite and crush the Gentile image (Dan. 2 : 34 )—and fully 
consume the power of these kings. Its own power and 
dominion will be established as fast as by its varied influ- 
enees and ageneies it ernshes and seatters the “powers that 
be’ ’—eivil and eeelesiastieal—iron andelay. 


THE BEGINNING OF GENTILE TIMES, 606 B. C. 


Our Lord’s words, “until the times* of the Gentiles be 
ftilfilled, imply that the times of the Gentiles must have 
a definitely appointed limit; because an unlimited, indefi- 
nite period could not be said to be fulfilled. So, then, 
Gentile rule had a beginning, will last for a fixedtime, and 
will end at the time appointed. 


* The Greek word here rendered “times” is kairos, which signifies a 
p.xed time. It ìs the same word translated “times” in the foliowinp pas 
Mges: Mark *:«S í I Tim. 6:15; Rev. 12:14; Aets r:lo; 17-26 
The word “seasons” in Aets 1:7 is from the same Greek word. 
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Pages 98 and 99 acknowledged that the Bible Stndents were making a fairly sensational elaim, but 
concluded that because of the strong biblieal evidenee, the author eonsidered this an established triith: 



9 * The Time is at Hand. W T,mts °f the GentiUs ' 99 


How refreshing tlie prospeft brought to view at the elose 
of these seven times! Neither Israel nor the world of 
mankind represented by that people will longer be trodden 
down oppressed and misniled by beastly Gentile powcrs. 
1 he Kingdom of God and his Ghrist will then be established 
tn the earth, and Israel and all the world will be blessed 
under his rightful and rightcous authority. Then the root 
of promise and hope planted first in Eden (Gen. 3:1-), 
and borne aeross the flood and transplanted with Israel thé 
typieal people (Gen. 12 : 1-3), will sprout and bloom again 
It began to sprout at our Lord’s first advent, but the ap- 
pomted season had not arrived for it to bloom and bring 
forth ìts blessed fruitage in the restitution of all things. 
But at the end of the Gentile Times the sure signs of spring 
will not be laeking, and rieh will be the summer fmitage 
and glorious the autumnal harvest to be reaped and enjoyed 
in the eternal ages of glory to follow. Then the original 
lord of earth, with reason restored, will be fully re-instated 
with added excellence and glory, as in the type, and wilí 
praise and extol and honor the King of heaven. 

Already wc begin to see reason rettirning to mankind • 
men are awakening to some sense of their degradation, and 
are on the lookoiit to improve their eondition. Theý'are 

thinking, pkmningandsehemingforabettereondition than 

that to which they have been submitting nnder the beastly 
powers. But before they eome to reeognize God and his 
dommion over «11, they will experience one more terrible 
fit of madness, from which struggle they will awake wcak 
helpless, cxhausted, but with reason so far restored as to ree- 
ognize and bow to the authority of him who eomes to 
re-establish the long lost, first dominion, on the permanent 
basis of experience and knowledge of both good and evil. 

True, it is cxpeaing great things to elaim, as we do, that 
within the eoming twenty-six years all present governments 


Will be overthroaaL and_d issolved; but we are living in a 
“Jjjeeial and peculiar time, the “ Day of Jehovah, ìn which 
inatterseiilminatequickly; and it iswritten, “ A short work 
will the Lord make upon the earth. ’' (See Vol. I., ehap. xv.) 
For the past eleven years these things have been preaehed 
and ptiblished substantially as set forth above; and m that 
brief time the development of influences and ageneies for 
the undermining and overthrow of the strongest empires of 
earth has been wonderful. In that time Communism, So- 
eialism and Nihilism sprang into vigoroiis existence, and 
already are causing great uneasiness among the rulers and 
high ones of earth, whose hearts are failing them for fear, 
and for looking after those things which are eoming on the 
earth; for the present powers are being mightily shaken, 
and ultimatcly sliall pass away with a great tumult. 

In view of this strong Bible evidenee eoneerning the 
Times of the Gentiles, we eonsider it an established tnith 
that the final end of the kingdoms of this world, and the 
[ 8p ^rahlj^hment of i ho Kinfdo m o £.- Gnd ,. tv il l . bg , aeepm- 
^Kll shed bv the eniL af A. P.-L<H 4 - 1 hen the prayer of the 

Church, ever sinee her Lord took his departure “ lhy 
Kingdom eome’ ’—will be answered; and under that wise and 
just administration, the whole earth will be filled with the 
glory of the Lord—with knowledge, and righteousness, and 
peaee (Psa. 72: 19; Isa. 6:3; Hab. 2:14); and the wiU 
of God shall be done “on eartli, as it is done in heaven.” 

Daniel’s statement, that God’s Kingdom will be set up, 
f not after these kingdoms of earth are dissolved, but in their 
days, while they-still exist and have power, and that it is 
f God’s Kingdom which shall break in pieees and consume 
all these kingdoms (Dan. 2 : 44). is wortl >y of our s P ecial 
eonsideration. So it was with eaeh of these beastly govem- 
ments: it existed before it acquired universal dominion. 
Babylon existed long before it conquered Jeriisalem and 
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Page 101 introduced fiirther proof that the battle of Armageddon would be over with by 1914: 



100 Tht Time is af Hatid. 

obtained the dorainion (Dan. 2: 37 , 38 ) ; Medo-Persia entist- 
ed before it conquered Babylon; and so with ail kingdoms: 
they ranst íìrst have existed and have reeeived superior 
power before they eonld conquer others. So, too, with 
God’s Kingdom: it has existed in an embryo form for 
eighteen eentiiries; but it, with the world at large, was 
madesubjedt to “the powers that be,” “ordainedofGod ” 
Until their “ seven times ” shall end, the Kingdom of God 
eannot eome into universul dominion. Howcver, like the 
others, it must obtain power adequate to the overthrow of 
tliese kingdoms before it shall break them in pieees. 

S°, ln this “ Day of Jehovah,” the “ Day of Trouble ” 
onrLordtakes hisgreat power(hithertodormant)and reigns 
and this it is that will cause the troiible, though the world 
will not so reeognize it for some time. That the saints 
shall share in this work of breaking to pieees present kin<- 
doms, there ean be no doiibt. Zt is written, « Tliis honor 
have all his saints to execute the jndgments writte«, to 
bmd their kmgs with ehains, and their nobles with fetters 
of iro " ”-° f strcl, e th - (Psa. 149:8, 9.) “He that over- 
eometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I 
give power over the nations, and he shall rule them with a 
rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they [tlie eméireiì 
be broken to shivers. ,, —Rev. 2:26, 27• Psa. 2:89 J 
But our examination, in the preeeding volnme, ofthe-reat 
differenee in eharaaer bctween the Kingdom of God and 
the beastly kingdoms of earth, prepares us to see also a 
differenee in modes of warfare. The methods of conquest 
and breaking will be wideiy different from any which have 
ever before overthrown nations. He who now takes his 
great power to reign is shown in symbol (Rev. 19 : 15 ) as 
the one whose sword went forth otitofhis tnmtfh , “ that with 
it he should smite tlienations; and heshall rtile them with 
a rod of iron.” That sword is the truth (Eph. 6:17); 
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and the living saints, as well as many of the world, are now 
bein« used as the Lord sokliers in overthrowing errors and 
evils° B ut let BO one hastily infer a feaeeable ettnversion 
of the nations to be here symbolized; for many scriptures, 
Such as Rev. 1.: 17, 1 3 ; Dan. . 2: r; 2 Thes. 2:8; Psalms 
.49 and 47, teaeh the very opposite. 

Be not snrprised, then, when in sulwequent ehapters we 
. present proofs thal the setting up of the Kingdom of God 
is already begun, that it is pointed out in propheey as dtie 
to begin the exercise of power in A. D. 187S, and that the 
“battleofthe great day ot GodAlmighty (Rev. 16:14.), 

I which will end in A. D. 1914 with the eomplete overthrow 
of earth’s present ndership, is already eommeneed. The 
gathering of the armies is plainly visible froin the stand- 
■h point of God’s Word. 

If our vision be i.nobstmaed by prejndiee, when we get 
the teleseope of God’s Word rightly adji.sted wc may see 
with elearness the eharadter of many of the events due to 
k take plaee in the “Day of the Lord ” that we are in the 
if very midst of tliose events, and that “ the Great Day of His 

Wrath is eome.” . ... 

w The sword of tnrth, already sharpened, ìs to smite every 

I evil system and eistom-eivil, soeial and eeelesiastieal. 
I Nay, more, wc ean see that the s.niting is eommeneedt 
K freedom of thonght, and hnman rights, e.v.l and religious, 
I long lost sight of nnder kings and emiKirors, popes, synods, 
1 eoiineils, traditions and ereeds. are being appreeiated and 
í asserted as never before. The internal eonfl.a .s already 
I fomenting: it will ere long break forth as a eonsnm.ng fire, 
I- and hnman systems, and errors, which for centur.es have 
B fettered trnth and oppressed the groaning ereation, must 
P, melt before it. Yes, tn.tli—and widespread and inereasing 
[ knowledge of it—is the sword which is perplesing and 
í- wounding the heads over many countrics. (l'sa. 110: 6.) 


(1907 edition) 
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Drawing iipon a parallel with the length of Jesus’ earthly ministry, The Time Is At Hand taught that Christ 
was crowned as King in the year 1878: 


The Time is at ITand. 

phetie evidenees of the Lord’s presenee now more fhll 
eomplete and numerous, but the signs of the times every’ 
wherc about us, showing the harvest work in progress 
are much more apparent and eonvineing, to those whosé 
eyes are anointed (Rev. 3: 18), than were the eirenmstanees 
of the first advent, whcn our Lord Jesus, with a handful of 
followers, through much opposition and undcr many unfa 
vorable eonditions, annonneed, “The time is FOTJilled ■ 
repent and believe the good tidings "-Messiah has eome’ 
the Messenger of the great Jehovah, to fnlfil to you alí 
the promises made to the fathers. What wondcr that only 
the humble minded ones could aeeept of the hnmble Naz- 
arene as the great Deliverer, or of the humble, untitlcd 
men with him as part of his ehosen eabinet—as those who 
were to be prinees nnder him. Only the few could see 
m the one who rode on the ass and wept over Jerusalem 
the great King of whom Zeehariah had prophesied that 
Zion would reeeive him as King with shoutings of joy. 

At hls first advent he humbled himself, taking the form 
and nature of man (Heb. 2:9, i 5 ), thereby to aeeom- 
plish our redemption by giving himself as our ransom 
pnee. He is now highly exalted, and dieth no more; and 
at his seeond advent, elothed with all powcr (Phil 2 • o) 
he will exalt his “body,” and then bestow upon the woríd 
the blessing of restitution which he fmrehased for them at 
his first advent with his own precious blood. Remember, 
he is no longer flesh, but a spirit being, and will shortly 
ehange, and glorify as his members and jeint-heirs, all his 
faithfnl folIowers. 

lo the Jewish hotise Jesus presented himself in three 
eharafters as Bridegroom (John 3 : 29), R ea per (John 
4 1 35 . 38 ) and King (Matt. 21: 5, 9, 4). To the Christian 
hoiise he presents himself in the sa.ne three eharaaers. 
(2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 14: 14, , s; . , 4 .j To the Jewish 



Parallel Dispensations. 239 


bouse he eame as Bridegroom and Reaper in the beginning 
of their harvest (the beginning of his ministry) ; and just 
before his crucifixion he presented himself as their King, 
exercising kingly authority in pronoimeing judgment against 
tliem, in leaving their house desolate, and in the typieal aa 
of eleansing their temple. (Lukc 19 :41-46; Mark 11:15- 
17.) Just so it has been in this harvest: Our Lord’s pres- 
enee as Bridegroom and Reaper was reeognized diiring the 
first three and a half years, from A. D. 1874 to A. D. 1878. 
Sinee that time it has been emphatieally manifest that the 
time had eome in A. D. 1878 when kingly judgmcnt should 
begin at the house of God. It is here that Rev. 14:14-20 
applies, and our Lord is brought to view as the Reaper 
ermoned. The year A. D. 1878, being the parallel of his 
assuming powcr and authority in the type, elearly marks the 
time for the aetnal assuming of power as King of kings, by 
onr present, spiritual, invisible Lord—the time of his taking 
to himself liis great power to reign, which in the propheey 
is elosely assoeiated with the resurrcction of his faithful, 
and the beginning of the troublc and wrath upon the na- 
tions. (Rev. 11:17, *8.) Here, as in the type, judg- 
ment begins with the nominal church, in eondemning to 
destmflion the nominal systems (not the people), outwardly 
representing the trae Church—“ the body.” Here also is 
tteeleansing of the trae teinple, the trae Church, the body 
o«í Christ—the eonseerated elass. (1 Cor. 3:16; Rev. 
3: 1 2.) This eonseerated or temple elass in the nominal 
church stands related to the nominal church, as a whole, 
«sthe literal temple stood related to the holy eity Jerasa- 
lem, as a whole. After the eity was given up the temple 
"’as eleansed: so now the temple elass must be eleansed: 
'very selfish, earnal thought and all worldliness must be 
oast out, that the temple may be dean, the dwelling plaee 
°f God’s holy Spirit—the temple of the living God. 




(1907 edition) 
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Pages 242 and 243 again express eonfidenee in the 1874 date, and emphasize the importanee of the varioiis 
interrelationships to the overall integrity of the time propheeies 


»42 


The Time is ai Hand. 


Parallel Dispensatìons. 


*43 


mark the periods which eorrespond so exaítly with these i n 
the Jewish parallels. It is not an imagination that the Je». 
ishand Christian ages are type and antitype—the apostfe 
and prophets testify to their eorrespondeney. Nor do we 
rely merely on the parallels in proof of the harvest work 
of the Christian dispensation now in progress: this harvest 
as already shown, is othenvise marked—both its beginning 
and its elose. The Jubilee eyeles prove that our Lord Jestis 
was due to be present and begin the restitution work in 
the fall of 1874 A. D. And the parallelism above referred 
to shows that date (1874) to eorrespond exatflly with 
the anointing of Jestts as the Messiah, at the beginning of 
the Jewish “harvest,” at the first advent. The “Gentile 
Times” prove that the present governments must all be 
overmrned at the elose of A. D. .9,4; and the Paral- 
lelism above shows that this period eorresponds exa6lly with 
the year A. D 70, which witnessed the eompletion of the 
downfall of the Jewish polity. A reasonable question, then, 
in view of all this, is, Are these time-eorrespondeneies mere 
aeeidents, or are they of the same divine ordering which 
we have seen arranged the other affairs of the fleshly house 
as shadows of the realities of this dispensation ? 

No, they are not aeeidental: undoubtedly the same all- 
wise One who taught us through the Chronology that six 
thousand years from Adam’s ereation ended with A. D. 1872, 
and that the seventh thousand, the Millennial age, began 
there; who through the jnbilee eyeles taught us that 
the Lord would be present and the Times of Restitiition be- 
gin in the fa.ll of 1874; and who through the Times of the 
Gentiles showed us that we must not expeft these things to 
be done in haste, but by seemingly natural means eovering 
a period of forty years, has in these Parallel Dispensations 
marked by Tsrael’s “ double given us evidenee which not 
only itself teaehes elearly the Lord’s presenee, the harvest 


. rest itution (beginning with favor to fleshly Israel), 

T . the same time fnrnishes a/ree/of the eorreftness of 
, nther prophetie evidenees and of the Chronology. 
t e r be Ìt distinítly notieed that if the Chronology, or any 
f these time-periods, be ehanged but one year, the beauty 
aid foree of this parallelism are destroyed. For instanee, if 
the ehronology be altered but one year, more or less- 
if we add one year, say to the period of the Kmgs or the 
Tndges, or if wc make it one year less-it wou d spoil the 
parallelism. If we should add one year it would make the 
first of Israel’s periods 1846 years long, and the double or 
other half of it would thus be thrown one year later, while, 
on the eontrary, by such a ehange of the ehronology the 
Jubilee eyeles would be thrown one year earlier, 1. e., V. 
1872 ; and it would make the 6000 years end in A. D. 1871, 
while the Gentile Times would not be affeaed by it at all. 
AU ean see that the harmony or parallelism would thus be 
Otterly destroyed. Or, if one year should be deduaed from 
the Chronological reekoning the confusion would be just 
as great, the ehanges to the several periods being in an oppo- 
site direetion. Thus these various time-propheeies eorrob- 
orate eaeh other, whilc the parallelism of the two dispensa- 

tiona dinehes their testimony. 

It will be notieed by those at all familiar with the calcu- 
lations usually made by “Seeond Adventists” and others, 
relative to the prophetie periods, ete., that this method o 
dealing with these subjea S is very different from theirs. 
They usually attempt to make all prophec.es end at some 
one date. Thejr erroneous expeaations lead thern to this. 
They expea that a fevt rooments will witncss the ent.re 
2 program which will really occupy a thoasand years—the 
Lord’s eoming, the resurreaion, and the judgment 0 e 
i irorld. And their expeaation eoneerning those few mo- 
tnents is that they elose by the bnrning up of the world. 



(1907 edition) 
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The Battìe Of Armageddon (1897) on pages 546 and 547 reiterated the faet that “The Day of 
Vengeanee’’ had begun in 1874 and would last for forty years: 


54® The Day of Vengeanee. 

and their serviee of thrones and kingdoms is only secured 
by imperative orders, and made endurable by a rvnrnnera- 
tion which they are fast eoming to eonsider as no satis- 
faétory eompensation for the hardships and privations which 
they and their families must undergo, not to mention per- 
ils to life and limb and health and fortime. Year by year 
these armed hosts are less and less infatuated with the 
“glory” of war, more keenly alive to its siifferings and 
pnvations, and less and less devoted to the sovereign 
powers that eommand their serviees, while the armies of 
toilers, Of the eommon people at home, are beeoming 
more and more irritated and dissatisfied with their lot, and 
more and more apprehensive of the future. 

All of these things are indieations of at least a possibil- 
ìty that in the erisis approaehing the mighty armed and 
diseiphned hosts of Christendom may turn their power 
against the authoritics that ealled them into being, instead 
of to uphold and preserve them. That such a possibility 
has not been entirely linthonght of by the ralers is wit- 
nessed by the faíl that in Rnssia, when the famine pre- 
vailed, and led to riots among the eommon people, the faéts 
eoneerning it were diligently kept from their friends and 
brothers m the Russian army, and thesoldiers detailed for 
the suppression of the riots were from remote distriéts. 

Just what eonditions and circumstances will be used of 
the Lord as his “voiee” of eommand to marshal this 
mighty army we may not now be able to elearly surmise; 
but we Iive in a day which makes history rapidly; and on 
general prineiples it would not be unreasonable to expeét 
C§P mov ements in this diretfion at any time. But in our pre- 
vious studies (Vols. n. and m.) we haveseen that God has 
a set time for every featnre of his plan, and that we are 
even now in this “Day of Vengeanee,” which is a period 
of forty years; that it began in Oétober, ,874, and wi!l 


The Battle of the Great Day. 


547 


end very shortly. The ominous years already past of this 
“day” have eertainly laidabroad and deep fonndation 
in ehnreh, in state, in finanees and in soeial eonditions an 
sentiments for the great events prediíted in the Scriptures. 
These are already overshadowing the world, and are as sure to 
eome as that they are foretold. A very few years would 
seem to be abundant spaee for their full aeeomplishment. Al- 
ready “ men’s hearts are failing them for fear and for lo°k- 
ing after [forward to] those things eoming upon the world. 

The propheeies brought to our attention and publicly 
proelaimed sinee tlie beginning of this “Day of Vengeanee 
are rapidly culminating; and, as sliown in the preeeding 
ehapters, all men are able to see something of the dark out- 
lines of the trouble eoming eloser and eloser until now, 
apparently, soeiety is like a tinder-box all ready for the 
mateh,—like a powder magazine, ready for explosion any 
moment,—like an organized army, ready for theassault at 
the word of eommand. But Shakespeare truly wrote 
“ There is a divinity that shapes onr enils, 

Rough hew them how we will.” 

Mankind in general is unconscious of the Lord’s inter- 
est in this battle: and almost all the eontestants gird on 
the armor for personal and selfish interests in which they 
rightly reahze the Lord could not share; and henee, while 
all on every side are ready to invoke the Lord’s blessing, 
few count on it;—all seem to rely upon themselves-their 
organization, numbers, ete. None will be more surprised 
than the “ poweis of the heavens,” the greatones of pres- 
ent eeelesiastieal eontrol, who, going about to establish a 
plan of their own for the Ix>rd, have neglefted his plan as 
revealed in his Word. To these the Lord’s work of the 
next few years will indeed be a “ strange work.” Hear 
the Lord’s Word on this subject:— 

« The Lord shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall 
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Owing to the faet that Russell dated both the crowning of Christ as King of the kingdom and the 
resurrection of the sleeping saints to 1878, he felt that God’s Kingdom had in a real sense, been set up in 
heaven in that year. All that remained for the kingdom to be eomplete was the gathering of those remaining 
ones of the Lord’s “eleet.” 


“The dead in Christ shall rise Jìrst, ” explained the Lord 
through the Apostle: and the resurrection of the Church 
shall be in a moment.* Consequently the Kingdom, as rep- 
resented in our Lord, and the sleeping saints already fitted 
and prepared and found worthy to be members of “his 
body,” the “bride,” was set up in 1878; and all that remains 
to be done for its eompletion is the “gathering together 


unto the Lord” of those of the “eleet” who are alive and re- 
main—whose trial is not yet eomplete. 


The Battle OfAnnageddon pp. 621, 622 (Reprint of 1916 edition) 


This was reiterated in the August 1, 1904 issue of Zion’s Watch Tower on page 229: 


Our Lord’s presenee, as shown in Mitxennial Dawn, Vol. 
II., dates from Oetober, 1874, where the fortv years’ harvest 
began, of which he is the great Ohief Reaper. The date for the 
final anarehy in no sense affeets it. April, 1878, marks the 
date of the establishment of the kingdom, as shown in the same 
voltime. At that date was due the resurrection of the sleeping 
saints who died “overeomers.” Tlius the establisbment of the 
kingdom eommeneed: it has sinee progressed as one after an- 
other of the same elnss have sinee died and been “ehanged” 
in the moment of death. The kingdom will be fully established 
or “set up” by Oetober. a. n. 1914, as already pointed out; for 
that date eloses the forty years of “harvest” and aeeomplishe3 
its design—the gathering of all the wheat into the garner of 
the heavenly eondition. 


[Reprints p.3405] 


20 



Russell assigned a number of names to the period intervening between 1874 and 1914. As he used thern, 
the terms “Time of Trouble,” “Day of Vengeanee,” “Day of Jehovah,” and “Day of Wrath” were all 
explicit referenees to this period. Like Barbour, he envisioned this period as a gradually worsening elass 
stmggle between eapital and labor that would result in the eollapse of all human institutions, eeonomie, 
politieal and religious. Although he felt that this deseent into anarehy would likely include wars as well, it 
was the millennial reign of Jesus Christ and the restoration of all things that was supposed to occur in 1914. 

This was reaffirmed in the September 15, 1901 issue of Zion ’s Watch Tower on page 293: 


;ill to go down in anarehistie elinos. The enlmination of the 
tronble in Oetober, 1914, is elenrly marked in the Scriptures;* 
and we are bonnd therefore to expect a beginning of that 
ver.fíre troiihle not later than 1910;—witli severe spasnis 
betvveen now and then. 

Shonld the severe troable eome in 1910 wo mav infer that 
jt \vill be preeeded by a period of gradnal iìnaneial and soeial 
distnrbanees, similar to those of the past, and leading on 
tovard the eondition of desperation then, or sooner, to be 
reaehed. For these reasons we e.vpeet the present wave of 
piosperitv to roll on a little vhile: and sinee it eonld not do 
so without \var, or something of the kind. to pnt more money 
and tnore bonds into eirenlation—therefore we look for war, 
possibly nunierous small wars, possibly great ones. It is a 
time for \vars and rnmors of wars, and of erving Peaee, 
i > eace; but the end is not yet,—a more pronoimeed federation 
Of Protestantism is Tirst to be cxpoetcd, aml a consequent 
perseeiition of sneh as will refuse to vorship it. 


[Reprints p. 2876] 


However, as 1914 approaehed, events did not quite unfold as Russell had expected they would. Just after 
the turn of the century, his views on the subject began to notieeably waver. One minor ehange appeared in 
the July 1, 1904 issue of Zion's Watch Tower on page 197. Russell introduced his newly adjusted view 
thusly: 


^ hat seoms at first glanee the veriest trifie and wholIy un- 
related to the matter, h.as ehanged our eonvietion respeeting 
the time \vhen iiniversal anarehy may be expected in aeeord 
with the prophetie nnmbers. We now expect that the anareh- 
istie culmination of the great time of trouble which will pre- 
eede the Millennial blessings will be after Oetober, 1914, A. D. 
—very speedily thereafter, in our opinion—“in one hour,” 
“suddenly.” 


[Reprints p. 33891 
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The idea that the final culmination of the “time of trouble’' would follow rather than preeede 1914 caused a 
degree of uncertainty on the part of sorne of the Bible Students as is apparent frorn the question 
subsequently published in the August 15, 1904 issue of Zion’s Watchtower on page 250. Note that Russell 
was quite firm in his view that nothing was really ehanged. 


Question .—If the “Times of the Gentiles” ean be elianged 
as suggested in the July Tower, so that the anarehy will follotv 
1914 a. d., instead of preeeding it, might not similar ehanges 
be made in respeet to all the various lines of prophetie time- 
proof set forth in Millennial Dawn, Yols. II. and m.? 

Ansiver .—You are entirely in error. Kot a fignre, not a 
date, not a propheey is in any sense or degree affeeted by the 
artiele to which you refer. Indeed the harmony and nnity of 
the whole is the 'more fnlly demonstrated. Eead again the ar- 
tiele you refer to, “TJniversal Ànarehy, ete.” (July 1 issue), 
and you surely will see this. If it is not apparent to vou upon 
a further study let us know the partieiilar point of your diffi- 
eiilty and we will endeavor to make it plain. 

The harmony of the prophetie periods is one of the strongest 
proofs of the eorreetness of our Bible ehronology. They fit 
together like the cog-wheels of a perfeet maehine. To ehange 
the ehronology even one vear would destroy all this harmony, 
so aeeiirately are the various proofs drawn together in the 
parallels between the Jewish and Gospel ages. It would affeet 
the ending of the Jiibilee eveles, the 1335 days, the 2300 days 
and the times of the Gentiles, throwing ont of gear all the 
wonderful harmonies of these in the “parallel dispensations.” 

We eommend to you a fresh and careful study of the pre- 
sentations of Dawns, Vols. ii. and m., on these points. Evi- 
dentlv the time features of present truth all stand or all fall 
together, and we see no weakness or signs of their falling: 
on the eontrary everything throughout the world is eonfirmatory 
of them. 

And while it is true that the great mass of present truth 
is in many respeets entirely independent of our “times and 
seasons,” nevertheless they are so related that the latter are 
almost neeessary to explain the former. For instanee, without 
reeognizing that we are now living in the “harvest of the 
Gospel age and in tlie paronsia of the Son of Man, how eoiild 
we aeeoimt for onr great inerease in knowledge respeeting the 
various featiires of the divine plan? 


f Reprìnts p. 3415] 
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By 1914 though, Russell seemed willing to aeeept the possibility that much of his ehronology could be 
wrong. This erosion of his eonfidenee was plainly evident in the Jamrary 1, 1914 issue of The Watch Tower 
on page 1: 


As already pointed out, we are by na means eonfident 
tliat this year, 1914, will witness as radieal and swift ehanges 
of dispensation as we have expected. It is beyond the power 
of our imagination to picture an aeeomplishment in one 
year of all that the Scriptures seem to imply should be ex- 
peeted before the reign of peaee is ushered in. 

Letters from all over the world assure us that the sen- 
timent of The Watch Towee readers is in full aeeord with 
that of the Editor in a resolution that, whatever may occur 
during these years, our faith in the great divine plan of the 
a.ges and in the liarvest sliall not be one bit shaken. We 
know in whom we have believed. We eonseerated our lives 
to his serviee—even unto death, whetlier that death shall 
eome within this year or at another time. 

f Reprmts p. 5373] 


This implieation here was not entirely lost upon the reading audience. This ean be seen in another inquiry. 

Note the melaneholy tone of resignation in Russell’s reply: 

QUERIES OF A COLPORTEUR 

Dear Brother Russell:— 

How shall we do respeeting the Stijbies in the Scriptures 
after Oetober, 1914? Will the Soeiety eontimie to publish 
them? Will the colporteurs and others continue to circulate 
them? Is it right to eimilate them now, sinee you have some 
doubt respeeting the full aeeomplishment of all expeeted by or 
before Oetober, 1914? With eíiristian love, 

Your brother, M. F. C. 

IN REPLY 

My Dear Brother in Giirist:— 

Yours of May 20th has reaehed me. Thanks! I think 
that you are not taking a right view of the matter treated in 
Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. n. It is our tliought that 
these books vvill be on sale and read for years in the future, 
provided the Gospel age and its work continue. 

So far as the featurcs are eoneerned, we have merely set 
forth the Scriptures and our view respeeting their applieation 
and signifieanee. We liave not attempted to say that these 
views are infallible, but have stated the proeesses of reasoning 
and figuring, leaving to eaeh reader the duty and privilege of 
reading, thinking and figuring for himself. That vvill be an 
interesting matter a himdred years from now; and if lie ean 
figure or reason better, he will still be interested in what we 
have presented. In any event, we think that the consummation 
eannot be long deferred. 

To eease to print and circulate the Studies in the Scrip- 
tures beeanse everything suggested therein has not been, ap- 
parently, fnlfilled, vvould be like rejeeting our Common Ver- 
sion of the Bible because the ehronology given in the margin 
thronghont is known to be ineorreet to the extent of a number 
of years. IJsher’s ehronology is used in our Common Version, 
and shows the birth of Ghrist in the year 4004. Seholars are 
agreed that tlie event varied at least two years from that date 
—some say fonr years. And Studies in the Scriptures show 
from the Bible that the date vvas aetnally 4128. Nobody thinks 
of throwing awav his Bible on this account. No more need 
any one think of throwing avvay his Studies in the Scrip- 
tures or failing to eireiilate them on aeeonnt of the faet that 
Oetober, 1914, may not witness all that we had expected and 
in the manner expected. With much Christian love, 

Your brother and servant in the Lord. 


f Reprìnts p. 5496] 
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The dates that Russell was sufficiently eonfident in to refer to as “God’s dates” in the year 1894 were only 
"views" that were potentially fallible twenty years later. The acknowledgment made in so rnany words, that 
his books might only be of aeademie interest to Bible students in one-hundred years further testifies to the 
doubt Russell was experiencing. 

One rnonth later however, when World War I broke out his eonfidenee appeared by degrees to be restored 
and he simply revised sorne of his predietions. Russell had taught for many years that the “Day of 
Vengeanee” had begun in 1874 but after World War I eommeneed he deeided that this was actually the 
beginning of Armageddon. This is refleeted in the following quotes. 

The February 1, 1916 issue of The Watch Tower said on page 38 

WHAT SMITING OF THE WATERS MAY MEAN 

Did the Times of the Ge'jitiles end by Oetober lst, 1914 ? 

It eertainly looks very much' as if they did. The great na- 
tions of the world there began to go to pieees imder the terrible 
shaking proeess then begun, The shaking is still going on, 
day by day, week by week, and will eontinue until the work of 
destruction is eomplete. Do we see anything definite as yet 
as to when we are to finish our earthly eourse? We do not 
see anything positive thus far. If any of you find out any- 
thing, we wish you would tell us. 

[Reprints p. 5845] 


The September 1, 1916 issue of Tlie Watch Tower on page 265 said: 

We see no reason for doubting, therefore, that the Times 
of the Gentiles ended in Oetober, 1914; and that a few more 
years wdll witness their utter eollapse and the full establish- 
ment of God’s kingdom in the hands of Messiah. But by that 
time, the Elijah elass will have passed beyond the Veil; for 
“when he [Jesus] shall appear in his glory, we [tlie elmreh] 
also will appear with him.” 


[Reprints p. 5950] 


The same issue said on page 265: 

Our present attitude, dear brethren, should he one of great 
gratitude toward God, inere.asing appreeiation of the heautiful 
truth which he has granted us the privilege of seeing and 
being identified with, and inereasing zeal in helping to bring 
that truth to tlie knowledge of others. In the meantime, our 
eyes of understanding shoiild diseern elearly the Battle of the 
Great Day of God Almighty now in progress; and our faith, 
guiding our eyes of understanding through the Word, should 
enahle us to see the glorious oriteome—Messiah’s kingdom. 
Fiirthermore, we ean he fully eontent not to know how long 
tlie harvest vvork vvill last—eontent that tlie great Gaptain, 
who by divine appointment has the entire matter in eharge, 
is too vvise to err, and has promised us that all of our ex- 
perienees shall work together for our good if we love him and 
are of “the ealled ones aeeording to his purpose,” seeking to 
make our ealling and eleetion sure. 


[Reprints p. 5951] 
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The author’s foreword to the 1916 edition of The Time Is At Hand said on page iii: 


We could not, of course, know in 1889, whether the date 
1914, so elearly marked in the Bible as the end of the Gen- 
tile lease of power or permission to rule the world, would 
mean that they would be fully out of power at that time, or 
whether, their lease expiring, their evietion would begin. 
The latter we pereeive to be the Lord’s program; and 
promptly in August, 1914, the Gentile kingdoms referred to 
in the propheey began the present great stmggle, which, ae- 
eording to the Bible, wilí culminate in the eomplete over- 
throw of all human government, opening the way for the 
full establishment of the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. 


Charles Taze Russell died in Oetober of 1916, firmly holding to the nistaken belief that the great war was 
the “annihilation of all kingdoms’’ preeeding the establishment of the Messianie Kingdom on earth. As it 
ean be seen, frorn about 1879 to 1904 Russell had predieted that the tirne of trouble would end sometime 
before 1914 and frorn about 1904 until his death he felt it would end very soon after 1914. Although 
Russell felt that wars could occur at any point during this time of trouble, he never speeifieally predieted 
war in 1914 or for that matter, any other year. More inportantly, it should be apparent frorn the foregoing 
that he never expected that 1914 would witness a war that would mark the beginning of a generation long 
period of trouble. 
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In the years following Russell’s death, a number of ehanges had to be made. Particularly relevant to this 
discussion was the gradual dismantling of the original Barbour/Russell ehronology during the 20's and 
early 30's. This began in 1920 when the signifieanee of the 1878 date was modified. Although this date 
was not disearded entirely, the crowning of Jesus as King of the Kingdom was rnoved forward from 1878 
to 1914. 


“Remove the diadeni. and take ofE the crown: this shall 
not be the same: #xalt him that is lo\v, and abase him 
that is high. I tvill overturn, overtnrn. overturn, it: 
and it shall be no more. until he eome nhose right it is; 
and I •vvill give it [to] him.” (Ezekiel 21:26,27) It 
is vvell knotvn that at this time the first universal Gen- 
tile empire vvas established, with Nebuchadnezzar as the 
ruler; and the Gentile times beginning there eovered a 
period of seven svTnbolie times, or 2,520 years. The 
date of the beginning being 606 B. C., it \vould follovv 
that the Gentile times \vould end in 1914: i. e.. the legal 
lease of pover would at that time evpire and then the 
time would be due for him “vvhose right it is” to reeeive 
and exercise kingly authority. 

The Watch Tower July 1, 1920 p. 196 

Closely intertwined with this adjustment was a new viewpoint introduced two years later, in 1922. What 
had been hoped for in 1914 or 1915 was something tangible, the rapture of the saints, the establishment of 
God's Kingdom on earth and the Restitution. When this failed to occur, a degree of uncertainty followed 
and the Bible Students subsequently looked to 1918, 1919 and finally, to 1925 which was the foeal point of 
the Millions eampaign. However it beeame neeessary long before 1925 to speeifieally explain just what the 
expiration of the Gentile Times had actually meant. In the address “The Kingdom Of Heaven Is At Hand” 
at the 1922 eonvention at Cedar Point, Ohio, J. F. Rutherford told his audience that the Kingdom of God 
had in faet been established right on schedule, only invisibly in the heavens. Christ had eome to the 
heavenly temple and was even now preparing to judge the nations. 13 


New Heavens and ANew Earth . Watch Tower Bible & Traet Soeiety, 1953, p. 225 
13 The Watch Tower November 1, 1922 pp. 332 - 337 
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Three years later, in 1925, he speeifieally applied Revelation 12 to this event, stating that the symbolie 
events prefigured the birth of the Kingdom: 

,a It is not an unusual thing to speak of the Lirth of 
a nation or govemment. In 1716 the people of the 
Ameriean eolonies tvere an organized bodv of people 
for aetion. Thev were hoping for the birth of a nation, 
and thev endured much trouble and hardship to tliat 
end. The nation was bom at the surrender of the 
British forees undcr Comwallis. At the time of that 
great stmggle, not all the poople in the eoiintry wcre in 
favor of the new govemment: but after the birth of the 
Ameriean goverament, then the others eame in and be- 
eame a part of it. 

:7 And even so it is with Zion. From 1818 for- 
vard Josus was gathering together liis eonseerated íol- 
lovers; and these, vith the hope of an eariv birth of 
the ne\v nation or govemment, have stmggled on for 
the cause of rightcousness, holding fast to the precious 
tmths- They erpeeted this birth in 1910 and at other 
dates, but particularly in 1914. In that year the Lord 
took his pover and began his reign. There the “man 
ehild [the Kation], nhieh \vas to rule the nations \rith 
a rod of iron,” was born. Up to 1914 not all the 
anointed who loved the Lord were of Zion. Sinee that 
time more have eome into harmonv with Christ and the 
new government. 


The Watch rovverMareh 1, 1925 p. 69 

With Christ taking his power to reign, the birth of the man-ehild and the ousting of Satan frorn heaven, a 
new nation teehnieally had eome into existence in a manner similar to that of the Ameriean eolonies when 
England finally reeognized their independenee. This interpretation was a radieal departure from what had 
been taught up until this point in rnore ways than simply the expectations assoeiated with the end of the 
Gentile Times. Just a few years prior to this for example, it was taught that Miehael, the dragon, and the 
man-ehild of Revelation ehapter twelve were the Pope, the Roman Ernpire, and the papaey respeetively. 14 


14 

The FinishedMystery , People’s Piilpit Assoeiation, 1917, pp. 183-188 
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The newly adjusted Bible Student esehatology was summarized thus: 


' T From 1878 to 1914 the people of Zion wcre expert- 
ing the birth of the new nation. At the same time tlin 
dragon stood bv, vaiting to devonr \vhatsoever was born. 
In 1914 the birth of the nation oeenrred. In 1914 tlio 
war in heaven began, and Satan and his offieial familv 
were throvvn ont of heaven. In 1918, after Satan re- 
eovered from his dazed eondition, he srt about to per- 
seeute the memlrers of the Church on earth. In 1918 
he caused the imprisonment of the offieers of the 
Society and otliers. On llareh 2Gth, 1919, these wcrc 
released from prison; and the Ohnreh (representing the 
woman) there fied into the wilderness for 1260 liteial 
days. From Mareh 27th, 1919, to September 8th, 1922, 
inclusive was exactly 1260 days, at the end of which 
period the remnant of the Church on earth makes a 
bsdd proelamation of its allegianee to the Kmg and his 
kingdom, and announces its determination to begin and 
press the fight against Satan’s empire until it is excluded 
írom the earth. 


The Watch Tower Mareh 1, 1925 p. 73 

Further adjustments followed. In 1927 the date for the first resurrection was rnoved forward frorn 1878 to 
1918. 15 At this point, the signifieanee of 1878 was for all intents and purposes disearded entirely. However 
frorn a purely doetrinal standpoint, the reinterpretation of Revelation 12 in 1925 was arguably the most 
signifieant ehange of the 1920’s, one that the Witnesses often point to today as a milestone in their 
development. 16 The idea that God’s kingdom was bom in the heavens in 1914, that Jesus has sinee been 
mling as king of that kingdom and that shortly, this kingdom will be established upon the earth is the eore 
message of the “Good news of the Kingdom’’ which Jehovah’s Witnesses have preaehed sinee. 17 

The reader will notiee that in some ways the esehatologieal framework that was emerging in the 1920’s was 
a mirror image of what Russell had believed and taught. In other words, the events Russell thought were 
past, the events he thought were still future, where he imagined himself to be in the stream of time and 
what he hoped for was in rnany ways the same as what Jehovah’s Witnesses have believed sinee the 1920’s 
and still believe today. 

Russell believed he was living in the elosing days of the Biblieal “Time of the End.’’ He dated the Paronsia 
to 1874, the crowning of Christ as king of God’s kingdom and the resurrection of the sleeping saints to 
1878. On this basis, he believed that the heavenly kingdom had been set up in that year. He believed that he 
was Iving in a period of ingathering, a harvest separating the heavenly and earthly phases of God’s 
kingdom. He saw the politieal and soeial disturbances of his day, the panies and depressions of the late 
1800’s, the rise of labor movements, the inereased paee of human advaneement and diseovery following 
the industrial revolution all as eonfirmation of these dates. Russell believed that at the elose of this harvest, 
the nations of the earth would be overturned and the kingdom of God would be fully set up, that is to say 
established upon the earth as it was in heaven. 


15 Light volume I, p.226; See also From Paradise Lost To Paradise Regained Watchtower Bible & Traet Soeiety, 1958, p. 192 

16 See for example Flashes ofLight Great and Small, The Watchtower May 15, 1995, p. 21 

17 

This is reaffirmed over and over in WTB&TS literature. See for example The Watchtower Febmary 1, 1996, p. 19; Deeember 15, 
1992, p. 4; April 1, 1991 p. 7; August 15, 1991, p. 17; Deeember 15, 1991, p. 27; January 1. 1990, pp. 3 & 13; July 1. 1990, p. 
28; September 1, 1989, p. 19; January 1, 1988, pp. 4 & 21; January 1, 1985, p. 19; April í. 1984, p. 16; April 15, 1984, p. 6; 

July 15, 1984, p. 15 


28 



This is not to say that there are no differenees. Although Russell believed that sinee 1878 eaeh anointed 
Christian was resurrected to a heavenly body at the moment of their death, he also believed that there 
would be a mass rapture of the saints at the elose of the harvest. Similarly, Jehovah’s Witnesses today 
believe that sinee 1918, eaeh anointed Christian is resurrected to a heavenly body at the moment of their 
death, but unlike Russell, they believe that this will continue until the last one finally finishes his or her 
earthly course. Russell believed that this harvest would last for forty ^ears, stating that “ The culmination of 
the troitble in Oetober 1914 is elearly marked in the Seriptiires...” Jehovah’s Witnesses sinee 1995 no 
longer assign any length of time to this period, not even one as general as the life span of a generation. 19 

What made this replieation possible was the systematie reloeation of most of the events Russell thought had 
occurred during the years 1874 - 1878 forty years forward to the years 1914 - 1918. Although some of 
these ehanges were made with eonsiderable fanfare, others were phased in gradually. 


i o 

Charles Taze Russell Views From The Watch Tower Zion’s Watch Tower September 15, 1901 p. 293 
19 

A Time To Keep Awake The Watchtower November 1, 1995 pp. 16-21 
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The years 1799 and 1874 are two such examples. Althoiigh in 1921, their doetrinal signifieanee was still 
very much intaet as the quote below shows, in ten years time both would be abandoned eompletely. 


Our Lorefs Retum 231 

some ertent at least, depends upon accurate ca!culations 
and there is aIwayssomepossibilityof mistakes. Fulfilled 
propheey is the reeord of physieal faets which are aetual- 
ly existent and definitely fixed. Physieal faets do not 
stultify themselves. They stand as silent witnesses whose 
testimony must be taken as indisputable. 

=> 4O0 There are two important dates here that we must 
not confuse, but elearly differentiate, namely, the begin- 
ning of “the time of the end” and of “the presenee of 
the Lord”. “The time of the end” embraees a period 
from A. D. 1799, as above indieated, to the time of the 
oomplete overthrow of Satan’s empire and the establish- 
ment of the kingdom of the Messiah. The time of the 
Lord’s seeond presenee dates from 1874, as above stated. 
The latter period is within the first named, of course, 
and at the latter part of the period known as “the time 
of the end”. 

<01 The understanding of the propheeies with referenee 
to “the time of the end” and the Lord’s presenee waa 
pnTposely eoneealed by Jehovah until the due time. 
Baniel desired to know what would be the end of these 
things, but God said to him: “But thon, 0 Daniel, shut 
up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the 
end”. (Daniel 12:4) It is reasonable to expect that 
Jehovah would indieate something by which “ the time 
of the end” could be diseemed when it arrived. He did 
not say to Daniel to look for some words emblazoned 
aeross the sky that the end had eome, but told him to 
look for such evidenees as eonld be seen and understood 
by men familiar with the propheeies, and who in the 
light- of the propheeies should be watching for their 
fnlfillment. He did not erpeet Daniel to nnderstand it 
in his day, beeanse he said: “Go thy way, Daniel: for 
the word8 are elosed up and sealed till the time of the 
end”.—Daniel 12 : 9 . 


The Harp of God 1921 p. 231 
(See page 236 in 1927 and later editions) 
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On page 244 the importanee of 1874, 1878 and 1914 was restated, 


244 The Earp of Ood 

of Israel, whose day is eome, when iniquity shall have 
an end, thus saith the Lord God: Remove the diadem, 
and take off the crown: this shall not be the same; exalt 
him that is low and abase him that is high. I will over- 
turn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, 
until he eome whose right it is; and I will give it [to] 
him.”—Ezekiel 21: 24-27. 

430 In the year 606 B. C. Zedekiah was overthrovra. 
He was taken a prisoner, earried away to Babylon, and 
Nebuchadnezzar established in the earth the first uni- 
versal empire and the gentile times dated from that 
time forward. The length of the gentile times is defi- 
nitely fixed in the Scriptures as a period of seven sym- 
bolie times of 360 years eaeh, or a total of 2,520 years. 
This period beginning with the year 606 B. C. neees- 
sarily must end in 1914 A. D. God had deelared that 
he would overturn the right of the deseendants of Abra- 
ham to rule, thereby permitting the gentiles to have an 
uninterrupted sway until he should eome whose right it 
is. The one whose right it is is the great Messiah, 
Ghrist Jesus the Lord. It would be reasonable to ex- 
peet him to be present some time before he would take 
unto himself his great power to reign. His presenee 
beginning in 1874, he has earried on his harvest work 
from 1878 forward, but has not interrupted the gentile 
dominion until that dominion should end. The end of 
the gentile rule, therefore, would mark neeessarily the 
end of the present order; therefore, the end of the world. 
We should expect, then, to find 1914 as the beginning 
of the end of the old world or order of government. 
And that this would take plaee during the presenee of 
the Lord he definitely stated. 

4íl When the gentile dominion legally ends, the order 
being a wicked one under the supervision of Satan, the 
god of the evil world (2 Oorinthians 4:3,4), and all 


The Harp of God 1921 p. 244 
(See pages 250 & 251 in 1927 and later editions) 
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As the following sampling shows, Watch Towers dnring the 1920's were most emphatie about the 1874 
date: 


Fulfilled proplieey eonsists of historieal and physieal 
faetí, vhieh are indisputable. Such faets never stultify 
themselves. "\Miile tve have a line of Bible ehronology 
shoving the presenee of the Lord due in 1874, even if 
ve did not have this the evidenee given by fulfilled pro- 
pheey elearly marks the date of the Lord’s seeond pres- 
enee. Having noiv in mind God’s rmehangeable promise, 
that diiring the “tirne of the end” the wise shordd un- 
derstand, and added to that the testimony of St. Paul 
that gi-eater light would be given to the watchcrs at the 
end of the age, it is to be expected that some one in the 
world, waiting and watching for the eoming of the Lord, 
would be numbered among the wise. 


The Watch Tower Mareh 1, 1922 p. 71 


Bible propheey sho\vs Ihat the Lord vras due to appear for 
the seeond tinie in the year 1874. Fulfilled propheey showa 
beyond a doubt that he did appear in 1874. Fulfilled proph- 
eey is othenvise designated the physieal faots; and tliese 
faets are indispmable. All true watehers are familiar with 
these faets. as set forth in the Seriptures and explained 
in the interpretation by the Lord’s speoial servtmt. 

The Watch Tower November 1, 1922 p. 333 
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ITS MEAJS'LNG TO THE CHURCH 
ia Surely there is not the slightest room for doubt in 
the mínd of a truly eonseerated ehild of God that the 
Lord Jesus is present and has been sinee 1S74; that the 
harvest has been in progress during that time; that most 
of the saints have novr been gathered. Therefore, ean 
there be a reasonable doubt about the earìy eompletion 
of the ehnreli and its glorifìeation in view of the fulfU- 
ment of propheey? Do not all the physieal faets about 
us indieate just exactly what we expected during the 
concluding hours of the ehiireh’s earthly pilgTÌmage? 

The Watch Tower Janiiary l, 1924 p. 5 


30 Tiie proof is quite elear and eonvineing that the 
Eeeomi pre.-^nee oí our Loni dates from 1874, and that 
from tinit time íorv.ard the Lord Jesus has been gather- 
ing tom ther tliose wao have made a eovenant with the 
Lord God bv saerifiee. (Psalm 50:5) Jesns deelared 
that he \vould be prL*sent in the end of the age and 
coi:duct tiie* harvest wor!:. whieh would mean a gather- 
ini* wor!:. (Matthcw 13: 30) The faet that a great har- 
vest work progressed írom about 1S74 forward is the 
best evidenee of the Lord's presenee at that time and 
eì::cc. From that time fonvard the Lord has been doing 
a Tireparaton' work. Luring this preparatorv work the 
great truths that had long been hid from God's people 
bv reason of the aetion of the enemy were restored to 
his people. 

The Watch Tower Febraary 15, 1927 p. 54 


The 1927 book Creation also taught the 1874 date as the beginning of the Paronsia: 
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Coming of the Lord 


289 


is deseribed in tlie Scriptures as “the day of his 
preparation”, duriiig \vhich time Ghrist, as the Mes- 
senger of God, prepares the way.—Mal. 3:1. 

During tliat period of tirne Ohrist Jesus must be 
present. That presenee does not mean tliat he must 
leave heaven to be on the earth; but what it manifest- 
ly means is that his speeial attention is given to the 
gathering together of his true followers and separat- 
ing them from the nominal followers, and making 
ready eonditions to take eharge of the world’s affairs. 

^=> The Seriptural proof is that the period of his pres- 
onee and the day of God’s preparation is a period 
from 1874 A. D. forward. The seeond eoming of the 
Lord, therefore, began in 1874; and that date and the 
years 1914 to 1918 are speeially marked dates \vith 
referenee to his eoming. 

The ‘Vorld” includes both visible and invisible 
governments; henee it means heaven and earth. For 
eenturies Satan lias been the invisible ruler of govern- 
mental organizations on earth; and, being invisible to 
man, he has also ruled man’s heaven. The time 
rniist eome when Satan’s world must end, and when 
lie is ousted from heaven ; and the Scriptural proof is 
tliat the beginning of such ousting took plaee in 1914. 

The temple of the Lord means liis approved follow- 
ers, those constituting “the body of dirist ’ \ The 
time must arrive when Christ Jesus eomes to his 
temple to take an account witli liis followers. The 
Scriptural proof supports the conclusion that the eom- 
ing to his temple was in tlie year 1918. Later there 
must follow the eomplete overthrow of Satan’s or- 
ganization, both visible and invisible, and the estab- 
lishment of an invisible and visible government of 
righteousness. 

Jehovah eaused his prophets to write eoneerning 
the eoming of Christ, and tlieir \vritings \vere couched 
in “dark sayhIgs ,, or pi-oplietie phrase. Propheey ean 


Creation 1927 p. 289 


In 1927, the year 1799 was still eonsidered to be the beginning of the “Time of the End.” 
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Coming of the Lord 
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reeord speeifioally what would happen when the time 
of the end should begin. The ‘ * time of the end ’' means 
a speeifie period at the end of the Gentile dominion. 

“And at the- tìme of the end shall the king of the 
south push at him: and the king of the north 
shall eome against liim like a whirlwind, with ehariots. 
and with horsemen, and with many ships; and 
he shall enter into the eoiintries, and shall overflow 
and pass over. He shall enter also into the glorious 
land, and many eountries shall be overthrown. ’' (Dan. 
11:40, 41) The fulfilment of this propheey fìxes the 
beginning of the “t.ime of the end” ; for the propheey 
defìnitely so states. Tlie eampaign of the great war- 
rior Napoleon Bonaparte is elearly a fnlfilment of this 
propheey, as referenee to the historieal faets eoneern- 
ing his eampaign plainly shows. The “king of the 
south” ment.ioned in the propheey refers to Egypt; 
the “king of the north” means Great Britain, whieli 
was then an integral part of t.lie Roman empire. 

Napoleon was in Egypt, fighting the Egyptian 
armies, which were led by Murat Bey, and whieh he 
defeated. Ftis vietory struek terror not only to the 
Egyptians, but far into Afriea and Asia; and all the 
surrounding tribes siibmitt.ed to the conqueror. \Vhile 
he was doing this, the British in the north, under the 
leadership of Lord Nelson, were making an effeetive 
attaek upon Napoleon’s forees at sea. Napoleon began 
this Egyptian eampaign in 1798, finished it, and then 
ieturned to Franee on Oetober 1, 1799. The eampaign 
is briefly, yet graphieally, deseribed in the propheey, 
verses 40-44; and its being eomplet.ed in 1799 marks, 
rg=> aeeording to the prophet’s own words, the beginning 
of “the time of the end”. 

From the time of the overtlirow of Zedekiah (606 
B. C.) and the establishment of the Gentile universal 
empire under Nebuehadnezzar, the organizations of 
tho world powers or governments have been desig- 


Creation 1927 p. 293 


This however was the last such referenee to 1799 as the beginning of the time of the end in the literature of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

The 1929 book Propheey reaffirmed the validity of the 1874 date: 
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The Sei’iptnral proof is tliat the seeond presenee of 
the Lord Jesiis Ghrist began in 1874 A.D. This proof 


66 PEOPHEOY 

is speeifìeally set out in the booklet entitled Our 
Lord’s Retnrn. In the Seriptnres there are three dif- 
ferent Greek words used in eonneetion with the 
seeond eoming of the Lord Jesus Ohrist. Those words 
are, to wit: paronsia (Matt. 24:3), which means pres- 
enee; epìphaneìa (2 Tim. 4:1), which meíins pres- 
enee and shining forth with inereased light; and 
apokalnpsis (Rev. 1:1), whieh means the presenee of 
the Lord shining forth with inereased light and to a 
eomplete uncovering or revelation. Thus is shown the 
progressive unfolding of the propheeies during the 
presenee of the Lord. Tliat is the period of refresh- 
ing mentioned by Peter, and that refreshing is given 
to, and is for, the benefìt of the faithful students of 
God’s Word, because God has turned his faee to them 
and the Lord Jcsus Ohrist is manifesting his presenee 
and is ministering to them. 

Propheey 1929 pp. 65, 66 
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The above referenee from the book Propheey was the last elear, unambiguous mention of the 1874 date in 
eonneetion with the Parousia ever to appear in the literatnre of Jehovah's Witnesses. From this point 
forward the signifieanee of 1874 began to be played down. For example, in eontrast with the elarity of the 
1920’s Watch Towers eoneerning 1874, note the vagiieness of the following quote from the Oetober 15, 
1930 issue of The Watch Tower on page 308: 

• The seeond advent of the Lord Jesns Christ dates 
from abont A. D. 1875, wlien he began to ‘prepai’e tbo 
wav bofore the Lord’. Theve vvere those vho loved Uod 
nnd who were looking for the eoming of Ohrist. They 
lmd been long opprossed and devastated by the forees 
of the world, and tliese faithful ones are well rep- 
resented iti the psalm: “Return, we beseeeh thee, 0 
God of hosts: look dovn from heaven, and behold, and 
visit this vine; and the vineyard which thy right hand 
hath planted, and the braneh that thou madest strong 
for thyself. It is bumed with fire; it is cut down: they 
perish at the rcbukc of thy countenanec. Let tby hand 
he upon tlie man of thy right hand, upon the son of 
man whom thou madest strong for thyself. So will not 
wc go baek from thee: quickcn us, and we will eall 
upon thy name. Tnm us again, 0 Lord God of liosts, 
eaiiso thy faee to shine, and wc sliall be saved.”—Ps. 

80:14-19. 


Even more indeterminate is a statement appearing two years later in the November 1, 1932 issue of The 
Watchtower on page 325: 


TÍME 

** From approximately 1875 forward Christ Jesus, 
the Chief Executive Oílìeer of Jehovah, was * preparing 
the way before the Lord Jehovah’. In 1914 Jehovah 
plaeed his royal Son upon his holy hill in Zion, that 
is to say, made him the eapital or head of his organi- 
zation, and which marks the birth of the kingdom. 
(Ps. 2:6; Rev. 12:5) The war in heaven followed 


The first distinet referenee to 1914 as the date for Christ’s Seeond Goming did not appear in The 
Watchtower until the Deeember 1, 1933 issue on page 362: 


Whcn Jesus reaehed heaven he was told 
by Jehovah that he must sit and wait until God’s 
due time to put the enemy Satan under his feet. Iu 
the year 1914 that due time of waiting eame to an 
end. Christ Jesus reeeived the authority of the king- 
dom and was sent forth by Jehovah to rule amidst 
his enemies. The year 1914, therefore, marks the 
seeond eoming of the Lord Jesns Christ, the King of 
glory. 

At this point, virtiially every element of the original Barbour/Russell esehatologieal framework had either 
been reloeated or disearded. Aside from the idea that 1873 had marked the end of 6,000 years of Bible 
ehronology, 20 the only thing left was the expiration of the "Gentile times" in 1914 and even the 
signifieanee of that event had at this point, been ehanged eompletely. 


This was moved up to the mid-1970’s in the year 1943. See the ehapter “The Count Of Time” in The Truth Shall Make You Free, 
1943, pp. 141 - 152 
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During the period prior to 1914, those assoeiated with the Bible Stiidents Linderstood that the end of the 
Gentile times would mean the eomplete overthrow of all earthly govemments, their total elimination and 
replaeement by the earthly mle of Christ’s kingdom. No human government would remain. By 1925, the 
signifieanee assigned to the expiration of the Gentile times was understood to mean the end of their 
“imintermpted mle” of the earth, the “intermption” resulting from Christ’s invisibly having taken kingdom 
power and begun reigning in 1914. The faet that nothing whatsoever had ehanged sinee 1914 as regards the 
earthly government’s dominion of the earth was of no consequence as their “lease” of power had expired, 
being invisibly eaneelled by the invisible King, and thus the end of their appointed time had eome. As was 
the ease with both William Miller in 1844 and Nelson Barboiir in 1874, real expectations of tangible events 
were spiritualized into heavenly invisible events. The hopes of an entire generation had turned out to be the 
“wrong thing at the right time.” 

These observations are not to imply that there is something inherently wrong when students of the Bible 
make adjustments to their esehatologieal views as time progresses. A sineere Bible student woidd have 
little ehoiee when either new information eomes to light or events simply do not unfold as they were 
originally expected to. However in view of the faet these adjustments were made, there are eertain elaims 
that obviously eannot tmthfully be said about the Bible Students prior to 1914: 

• It eannot be said that they pointed forward to 1914 as the date for Christ’s invisible retum. 

• It eannot be said that they pointed forward to 1914 as the date for the heavenly birth of God’s kingdom 

• lt eannot be said that they preaehed the good news of that established kingdom at or before 1914. 

• It eannot be said that they pointed forward to 1914 as the date for Christ to reeeive Kingly power 

• It eannot be said that they pointed fonvard to 1914 as the beginning of the time of the end. 

None of these statements woidd be tmthfiil. If any of these were either stated or implied deliberately, it 
could only be viewed as attempts by Witness writers to falsify and ereate an idealized history more 
attraetive to potential eonverts today. This brings us to the ciux of the matter, and the purpose of this paper. 
Do Jehovah’s Witnesses aeeiirately present their history today, or do they attempt to ereate an ilhisory 
pietiire of harmony between current and past beliefs? 

Unfortunately, a disturbing trend developed halfway into the 20 th century when the Watch Tower Bible & 
Traet Soeiety began to elaim in effeet that the new esehatologieal framework that had emerged in the 
1920's was actually what had been taught all along. Statements that were irrevoeably ineompatible with the 
period literatnre, almost to the point of facetiousness began to appear with some regiilarity. For example, 
little more than 20 years after the 1874 date was disearded, the following quote appeared in The 
Watchtower: 


4 Why, then, do the nations not realize 
and aeeept the approaeh of this climax 
of judgment? It is because they have not 
heeded the world-wide advertising of 
ehrist’s retum and his seeond presenee. 
Sinee long before World War I Jehovah’s 
witnesses pointed to 1914 as the time for 
this great event to occur. 


The Watchtower Jime 15, 1954 p. 370 
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Sinee it had been taught from 1879 elear up into the early 1930’s that "Christ’s retnrn and his seeond 
presenee" had eommeneed in 1874, it shoiild be obvioiis that Jehovah's Witnesses “long before World War 
I” eoiild not possibly have been pointing "to 1914 as the time for this great event to occur." The above 
statement amoimts to a elaim that the 1874 date for the Paroiisia was never taught as siieh, a elaim that is 
thoroiighly iintrne and iitter nonsense. 

Was this simply a mistake? Given the 1954 date, it seems imlikely so soon after the faet that anyone except 
perhaps an adoleseent could possibly have been ignorant of the position the Watch Tower had advoeated 
for more than the first half-eentnry of its existence. Nevertheless it is eoneeivable that this statement was 
the imfortimate resiilt of earelessness rather than design. However siieh an explanation iinderstandably 
beeomes less plaiisible in direet proportion to the niimber and type of repeat oeeiirrenees. What follows is a 
sampling of statements Jehovah's Witnesses have made about their history that are eontradieted by their 
own period literatiire, many of which, the reader will note, were made jiist 20 to 30 years after previons 
teaehings had been abandoned. Althoiigh a brief explanatory note is ineliided with eaeh, most require no 
explanation at all. 


(Matt. 24:45-47, NW) It was therefore not 
a mere occurrence when devoted men 
and women began to be gathered out of 
faithless Christendom from and after the 
year 1870. God purposed to use them as 
an organization to do a twofold work. 
First, they must proelaim that the Gentile 
times that began in 607 B. C. were due to 
eome to an end A. D. 1914, at which time 
Jehovah would take to himself his offieial 
power and begin to reign in the heavens 
by his anointed King. So for some thirty- 
seven years prior to 1914 this proelama- 
tion was sounded.* 

The Watchtower April í, 1953 p.215 


The Bible Stiidents could not have soimded the proelamation that Christ's reign would start in 1914 “for 
some thirty-seven years prior to 1914” sinee it was taught elear up until 1920 that 1878 was the date for this 
event. 


19 As we look baek over the years, we 
ean elearly see how God’s organization in 
modern times has progressed in under- 
standing. For example, it learned that 
Christ’s seeond presenee was to be in the 
spirit, and not in the flesh as many pro- 
fessed Christians believe. His rule would 
be from the heavens. This was a new reve- 
lation of great importanee to God’s people 
who had been anxiously awaiting his see- 
ond presenee toward the end of the nine- 
teenth century. 


The Watchtower July 15, 1965 p. 428 


This quote deviates from the truth in two distinet ways. First, the 19th eentiiry Bible stiidents were not 
"anxiously awaiting his seeond presenee" as they believed that Christ was already present and had been 
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sinee 1874. Seeond, there is no evidenee that anyone including C. T. Riissell himself eame to the 
eoneliision that Christ’s return would be invisible prior to 1874. Therefore one eannot trathfiilly say that 
they taught anything about what "was to be" but only about what "was," or had already occurred. 


5 Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses point 
to the “sign” given by Jesus and look 
baek upon 1914 as the year when his 
invisible presenee in Kingdom power 
beeame a reality. But how could they 
have had advanee knowledge of such 
a momentous event? Not because of 
extraordinary human wisdom. No, but 
because they have prayerfully studied 
the Scriptures, heeded God’s prophetie 
word and paid more than usual atten- 
tion to what God’s Son foretold. (2 Pe- 
ter 1:19; Hebrews 1:1, 2; 2:1) Grate- 
ful that Jehovah has ‘told them fresh 
things before they have appeared,’ the 
Witnesses are delighted to be spread- 
ing this knowledge earth wide. (Isaiah 


The Watchtower April 1, 1984 p. 16 


Sinee the 1874 date was not disearded until the 1930's, it is elear that the Bible Students had no such 
“advanee knowledge.” 


Tremors in Human Soeiety 

4 From the mid-1870’s, Jehovah’s people 
had been antieipating that eatastrophie 
events would start in 1914 and would mark 
the end of the Gentile Times. 


As far baek as 1879, the 
publishers of this magazine 
pointed to the year 1914 as a 
marked year in Bible proph- 
eey, as the starting point 
for what the Bible ealls “the 
time of the end.”* 


Revelation - Its Grand Climax At Hand! 1988 p. 105 


Awake! Oetober 8, 1972 p. 15 


At no point did the 19 th century Bible Stiidents teaeh that 1914 would mark the begimiiitg of the “Time of 
the end.” They taught elearly and in no iineertain terms that this period had eommeneed in 1799. Nether 
did they teaeh or prediet that eatastrophie events would start in 1914. These events were to start well before 
and culminate in 1914 at which point the eommeneement of the earthly phase of the kingdom, the dawn of 
the “Golden Age” would begin. 
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How Near? 

If you are inelined to dismiss all of this as 
pie in the sky, too good to be true, pause 
again and refleet. In addition to the features 
of the eomposite sign of Christ Jesus’ pres- 
enee, there is Bible ehronology that pointed 
to 1914 as the beginning of his presenee. Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses published the date 1914 as 
a signifieant year in the development of Jeho- 
vah’s Kingdom rule of the earth, doing so in 
the Watch Tower magazine of July 1879. Many 
historians and observers of world affairs have 
noted that the year 1914 ushered in an entirely 
different and signifieant period in human his- 
tory, as the aeeompanying box indieates. 


Awake! Mareh 22, 1993 p. 10 


This quote deviates from the tmth in at least three distinet ways: 

First, The July 1879 issue of Zion's Watch Tower mentions neither the 1914 date nor the 
Gentile times. The year 1914 is not mentioned in this magazine until the Deeember 1879 issiie 
on page 3, as being the end of the "day of wrath." The idea that the "Times of the Gentiles" 
extend to 1914 is not mentioned imtil the Mareh 1880 issue on page 2 

Seeond, This ehronology set the beginning of "Christ's invisible presenee" at the year 1874, 
not 1914. 

Third, Riissell predieted that by 1914 all the kingdoms of the world and false religion would 
have been destroyed and God's kingdom established on the earth. So he did not "prediet" the 
first world war, because the nations who would have partieipated in it were to have already 
been destroyed by 1914. 


Similarly, a propheey 
providentially caused sineere 19th-century 
Bible students to be in expectation. By 
linking the “seven times” of Daniel 4:25 
with “the times of the Gentiles,” they an- 
tieipated that Christ would reeeive King- 
dom power in 1914. (Luke 21:24, King 


CLIMAX OF THE ISSUE 

17 As explained in detail in the book 
The Time Is at Hand, published by the 
Watch Tower Soeiety in 1889, Bible proph- 
eey, including that at Daniel ehapter 4, 
pointed to the year 1914 as a marked 
date.* This was to be the end of “seven 
times,” or 2,520 years, of uninterrupted 
domination of the earth by the nations 
under Satan. It would be the time for the 
promised “seed” to take kingdom power 
in heaven. 


The Watchtower September 15, 1998 p. 15 


The Watchtower Oetober 1, 1969 p. 589 


As was elearly explained in The Time Is At Hand, the 19th eentiiry Bible Stndents maintained that Christ 
had reeeived Kingdom power in 1878. They were not looking forward to 1914 as the date when this event 
would occur. The idea that this event had occurred in 1914 did not appear until the year 1920. 
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Much more eommon than statements in obvious and direet eonfliet with dates that Jehovah's Witnesses 
onee linked to eertain events are statements that eonfliet with doetrinal positions that they onee taught. By 
far the rnost prevalent example of this involves the doetrine of the heavenly establishment of God’s 
Kingdom in 1914. Commenting on the faet that the Bible Students did not grasp this eoneept until some 
years after the event ostensibly occurred, the 1930 publication Light voliime I states: 


232 L I Q n T Rnv. 12 

Note that it opens with the statement: “And there 
appeared a great wonder in heaven.” The lievised, 

Yersion says: “A great sign was sc?n in heaven.” 

Truly it is a “great” sign, beeause of its importanee. 

The kingdom or nalion was born with the end of 
1914, but this faet was not íntelligently diseerned by 
the people of fìod nntil some time after 1918. 

This statement, though not terribly preeise, is nevertheless eompletely true. It ean elearly be seen from the 
period literature that the Witness doetrine of God's kingdom as a heavenly government establishment in the 
year 1914 AD did not even begin to emerge until the year 1920 and did not reaeh its final form until the 
year 1925. In this regard, the artiele “Birth Of A Nation’’ appearing in the Mareh 1, 1925 issue of The 
Watch Tower is routinely pointed to as the first biblieal explanation of this eoneept. 21 This is further 
eorroborated by other statements appearing in The Watchtower frorn time to time. For example, the 1955 
artiele “The Triumphant Message of The Kingdom” stated: 

9 In its issue of July 1, 1920, the maga- 
zine The Watch Tower published the arti- 
ele “Gospel of the Kingdom.” It was not 
till then that Jehovah’s witnesses through- 
out the earth saw that the “good news” or 
gospel was about the now established 
kingdom and that the good news of this 
kingdom must begin to be preaehed now, 
after the “beginning of pangs of distress” 
experienced during the period of World 
War I; and that the preaehing must eon- 
tinue imtil the battle of Armageddon, 

The Watchtower Oetober 15, 1955 p. 623 

However not only is it eomrnon at other times for Witness literature to elairn that this message was 
preaehed prior to the year 1920, the elairn is even made that it was actually announced well before 1914. 
The 1930 - 1960 Watchtower Pnblieations /«ítorunder the heading “1914 - Kingdom’s Establishment - 
advanee announcement” lists twenty separate referenc.es The 1930 - 1985 Index lists more than 
thirly. 1 ' 

Even those figures are misleading, as statements that in one way or another assert that the birth or 
establishment of God’s heavenly kingdom in 1914 was proelaimed at or before the time it occurred 


See The Watchtower September 1, 1989, p. 18; May 15, 1986, p. 14; July 1, 1985, p. 20; Febmary 1, 1984, p. 23; September 1. 
1983, p. 9 

22 See page 202. 

See pages 611, 612. 
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positively abound in the modern literature of Jehovah’s Witnesses. A very small sampling ean be seen in 
the follovving excerpts: 


5 To the anointed remnant of spiritual Israelites, the 
raging of World War I in 1914, with food shortages 
and pestilenees aeeompanying it, was a eonfirmation 
that God’s Messianie kingdom was fully established, 
fully brought to birth in the heavens, at the end of the 
Gentile Times in that year. So they went preaehing 
the good news of God’s established kingdom until war 
eonditions and bitter persecution praetieally stopped 
them. 


Some whose expectations for 1914 were too great 
were disappointed and left the truth. But, for the most 
part, the brothers remained faithful. Today we know 
that they were right in believing that the Gentile 
Times of 2,520 years would run out about Oetober 1, 
1914. The Messianie kingdom then started to rule in 
heaven. One of the greatest events in human history 
had occurred, and the brothers had been privileged to 
share in announcing it! 


Man's Salvation Out OfWorIdDistress At Hand! 1975 p.243 


Even earlier, 

however, C. T. Russell wrote an artiele entitled “Gentile 
Times: When Do They End?” It was published in the 
Bible Bxaminer of Oetober 1876, and therein Russell 
said: ‘The seven times will end in A.D. 1914.” He had 
eorreetly linked the Gentile Times with the “seven 
times” mentioned in the book of Daniel. (Dan. 4:16, 
23, 25, 32) True to such calculations, 1914 did mark 
the end of those times and the birth of God’s kingdom 
in heaven with Christ Jesus as king. Just think of it! 
Jehovah granted his people that knowledge nearly four 
deeades before those times expired. 

1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p.37 


18 The Gentile nations, ineliiding the 
Republic of Israel, have no reason to be 
ignorant of this. Twentieth-century his- 
tory shows why, for sinee the very year 
of 1914 C.E. notiee has been served on 
all nations eoneerning the establishment 
of Gìod’s Messianie kingdom in the heav- 
ens. Not in vain did Jesus Christ say, in 
Matthew 24:14: “This good news of the 
kingdom will be preaehed in all the in- 
habited earth for a witness to all the na- 
tions; and then the end will eome.” 

The Watchtower April 15, 1969 p244 


1977 Yearbook ofJehovah's Witnesses p. 203 


By having an imder- 
standing of what these “appointed times 
of the nations” were, and by being able 
to measure and calculate the length of 
time involved, God’s servants on earth 
would be able to diseern when God’s king- 
dom was to be established in heaven. That 
marvelous event would eoineide with the 
ending of the “appointed times of the na- 
tions,” and the beginning of the “time of 
the end.”—Dan. 11:27, 40; Matt. 24:3; 
2 Tim. 3:1. 

The WatchtowerMay 1, 1968 p. 265 


21 This humiliating blow to Philistine 
pride has a modern-day parallel. From its 
flrst year of publication, in 1879, Zion’s 
Watch Tower* offieial journal of the 
“faithful and disereet slave,” eonsistently 
proelaimed the year 1914 as the date for 
the end of “the Gentile times” and the 
establishment of God’s kingdom by Christ. 

The Watchtower Febraary 15, 1967 p. 110 


These and similar statements are representative of an idealized view of the history of Jehovah's Witnesses, 
a history that is thoroughly eontradieted by their own period literature. 
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At the 2001 Teaeher's of God's Word distriet eonvention of Jehovah's Witnesses a discourse was given 
entitled "Jehovah Hates the Course of Treaehery" This lecture eontained the following statement: 

"Are we personally alert that no unrighteousness be found on our lips? For example, ean our family 
members, including our mate really trust what we say? Can our brothers and sisters in the eongregation? 

It would be so easy to develop the habit of couching one's words so that they are teehnieally accurate, 
yet deliberately misleading to others." 

Jehovah's Witnesses, therefore reeognize that statements that are teehnieally true ean nevertheless, be 
deliberately erafted so as to deeeive. Does the organization of Jehovah's Witnesses praetiee what it 
preaehes in this regard? In the context of this discussion, there is eertainly cause foreoneern. There are 
several distinet techniques in which teehnieally accurate statements ean be erafted in such a way as to 
eonvey a false impression, all of which ean be found in the literature of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

The first is sirnply a misleading use of tense. This ean be illustrated by the following statement. Notiee the 
bolded text: 

“By 1879 the Bible Stiidents had beeome eonvineed that Christ’s Seeond Coming would 
begin his invisible presenee.” 

It is true that in the absenee of a distinet anehor point, the future tense in English is not always elearly 
indieative of posteriority. If for example, we were speaking of Christianity as a whole frorn the l st century 
elear to the present, we might use the future tense in eonneetion with Christ’s Seeond Advent without 
indieating a definite temporal relationship between this event and the subject group. However that is elearly 
not the ease in the above statement which deals with a speeifie group of persons at a speeifie time prior to 
1914. It implies that Christ’s Paronsia was a future event relative to the Bible Students in 1879. 


However C. T. Russell, by his own testimony was eonvineed by N. H. Barbour in 1876 that Girist’s invisible 
presenee was already underway and had been sinee 1874. Consequently, he looked upon the start of the 
Parousia as a past, rather than a future event. A eorreet statement about his views and those that shared 
them in theyear 1879 would have to read: 


“By 1879 the Bible Students had beeome eonvineed that Christ’s Seeond Coming had begun 
his invisible presenee.” 


With this in mind, note the use of the future tense 

By 1879 they had beeome 
sure that Christ’s seeond 
eoming would begin his in- 
visible presenee; that a 
hard time of world distress 
was ahead; that thereafter 
would follow a millennium 
—the thousand-year reign 
of Jehovah’s Ohrist, to 
bring about restoration 
(restitution) of paradise 
eonditions on earth with 
everlasting life for men of 
good will from all nations; 
and that the glad tidings of 
such “restitution” blessings 
should be heralded the 
world over. Their fìeld ex- 

The Watchtower January 15. 1955 p.45 


in the following quotes: 

10 In 1879, however, it beeame elear 
which “seeond eoming” voiee was being 
ehosen by Jehovah to speak the pure lan- 
guage as his Witnesses. By then a small 
Bible-study group led by Charles Taze 
Russell was meeting in Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, U.S.A. They had beeome eertain 
that Jesus’ seeond eoming would begin his 
invisible presenee, that a time of world 
distress was ahead, and that this would be 
followed by the Thousand Year Reign of 
Ohrist that would restore Paradise on 
earth, with eternal life for obedient hu- 
mans. In July 1879 these Bible Students 
began to publish the magazine now known 
as The Watchtower. Only 6,000 eopies 
were distributed of the first issue. But 
“the hand of Jehovah” was with those 
Witnesses, for this journal is now pub- 
lished in 111 languages, with an average 
printing of over 15,000,000 for eaeh issue. 
—Compare Aets 11:19-21. 

The Watchtower May 1. 1991 p. 17 
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In both of the above examples, referenees to Christ’s Seeond Coming made in the future tense are plaeed at 
the head of a list of other things that the Bible Students really were looking forward to. This eombination 
virtually guarantees that the average reader will eome away with an ineorreet understanding minimizing or 
even wiping away entirely the signifieanee of the 1874 date. Two additional examples ean be seen below: 


From the outset, the Watch Tower 
showed that at ehrist’s seeond eoming his 
paroiisia would be an invisible presenee as 
a mighty spirit person. (Matt. 24:3; 
1 Pet. 3:18) Moreover, in keeping watch, 
this journal’s early issues (Mareh and June 
1880) pointed to 1914 C.E. as a elimaetie 
year. It was to mark the elose of the 2,520- 
year-long Gentile Times, during which non- 
Jewish nations would rule the earth with- 
out interferenee by any kingdom of God. 
—Luke 21:24, Authorized Version. 


3 So Jehovah’s people of the 19th century 
eorreetly understood that the pa-rou-si'a of 
Christ would be an invisible one. They had 
also eome to an understanding that the end 
of the Gentile Times would occur in the au- 
tumn of 1914. As spiritual enlightenment 
progressed, they later understood that Je- 
sus Christ was enthroned in heaven as King 
of the Kingdom in that same year, 1914. 
—Proverbs 4:18; Daniel 7:13, 14; Luke 21: 
24; Revelation 11:15. 


The Watchtower July 1, 1979 p. 5 


Tlte Watchtower May 1, 1993 p. 11 


Note the use of the term “would be’’ in both quotes. The temporal frame of referenee in eaeh ease makes this 
usage misleading. 

A seeond and slightly more subtle technique is implieation through ambiguity. Briefly, this occurs when a 
number of statements that the target audience aeeepts as true are strung together in an equivocal manner. 
The result is that the audience believes afterwards that they were told something that in reality was never 
speeifieally stated at all. One of the most eommon ways to implement this technique is by grouping 
statements together that are “true“ for entirely different reasons. The reading audience will likely fail to 
grasp the differenees between the various frames of referenee, either temporal or otherwise that make eaeh 
statement true. This may sound eomplieated, but in actual praetiee, it is really quite simple. Consider for 
example, the following series of statements: 

a. Bible ehronology fixes the time of Christ’s seeondpresenee 

b. This was iinderstood as pointing to 1914. 

e. Zion’s Watch Towerpointed out tlie signifieanee of 1914 in theyear 1879. 

In this example, all Jehovah’s Witnesses aeeepted statement “a’’ as true. Statement “b’’ is true, but it did 
not beeome true until the early 1930’s and therefore by the time the signifieanee of the ehronology was 
realized, it was actually pointing backward rather than forward. Statement “e’’ is also true but both the 19 th 
century time frame as well as the meaning assigned to the “signifieanee of 1914’’ are not the same as that of 
statement “b.“ Simply put, the “signifieanee of 1914 in the year 1879’’ had absolutely nothing to do with 
“the time of Christ’s seeond presenee.” But when the audience fails to grasp this, it is a virtual eertainty 
that this sequence of statements will be interpreted to mean that the Bible ehronology pointing to 1914 as 
the time of Girist’s seeond presenee was understood in 1879. All three of these elements ean be seen in the 
following quote: 

16 As for the time of ehrist’s seeond pres- 
enee, Daniel’s propheey is again the one 
that gives the ehronology for it. (Dan. 

4:16) It was figured out as pointing to 
A.D. 1914, and The Watchtower ealled no- 
tiee to the signifieanee of 1914 in the year 
1879. 

The Watchtower November 1. 1952 p.658 


45 



Note that in this excerpt, the misdireetion occurs not as a result of an out and out prevarieation, but because 
the sudden and undisclosed shift in the frame of referenee rnakes the series of statements ambiguous when 
read consecutively. A false impression although not speeifieally stated is still elearly eonveyed. 

Another example of this phenomenon ean be seen in the following quote: 

31 So, right up to the very brink of World War I, 
world leaders were foreeasting an age of soeial 
progress and enlightenment. But the Bible had 
foretold the opposite—that the unprecedented war 
of 1914 to 1918 would highlight the beginning of 
“the last days.” (2 Timothy 3:1) The Bible also 
provided ehronologieal evidenee that 1914 would 
mark the birth of God’s heavenly Kingdom, to be 
followed by unprecedented world tronble. 28 But was 
anyone living baek then aware that 1914 would be 
such a turning point in history? 

32 Deeades before that date, there was an organi- 


zation of people who were making known the sig- 
nifieanee of 1914. 


Life - How Did It Get Here? By Evolntion Or By Creation? pp. 227 & 229 


The problem with this quote lies in the sudden shift in how the “signifieanee of 1914” is defined. An 
explanation of the signifieanee as understood by Jehovah’s Witnesses today is immediately followed by a 
referenee to its signifieanee prior to 1914. When read consecutively, the idea is elearly eonveyed that the 
“signifieanee of 1914” as understood by the Bible Students “deeades before that date” included the 
knowledge that “1914 would mark the birth of God's heavenly Kingdom” and the beginning of 
“unprecedented world trouble” which again, is utter nonsense and eompletely false. 

The following is a sampling of additional examples of implieation through ambiguity as they have appeared 
in eontemporary Witness literature: 

er. The prophetie ehronology eontained at 
Daniel 4:10-17, 20-27 points to 1914 as the 
time for Jesus to begin ruling in the midst 
of his enemies. (Psalm 110:2) For deeades in 
advanee, anointed Christians keenly await- 
ed that year. The first world war and aeeom- 
panying woes on mankind furnished proof 
that Jesus was indeed enthroned as King in 
1914. (Matthew 24:3, 7, 8) Shortly thereaf- 
ter, the time having arrived for “judgment 
to start with the house of God,” Jesus would 
fulfill the promise to his anointed diseiples 
who had fallen asleep in death: “I am eom- 
ing again and will reeeive you home to my- 
self.”—1 Peter 4:17; John 14:3. 


The Watchtower July 1, 1996 p. 19 


Although it is true that the Bible Students “keenly awaited” the year 1914, this had nothing to do with 
Christ’s enthronement as King. 
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A careful study of Bible propheeies, 
including Jesus’ own propheey regarding 
the last days, reveals that “the Lord's 
day” began in the history-making year 
1914, yes, within this generation! So it 
was in 1914 that Jesus returned invisibly, 
without public fanfare and with only his 
faithful servants being aware of his re- 
turn. In that year Jehovah gave Jesus the 
eommand to go subduing in the midst of 
his enemies! 


The Watchtower May 15. 1991 p. 9 


The “avvareness” which Jesus’ “faithful servants” had of his return had nothing to do with 1914. 


7 That period of time proved to be 2,520 
years. It began with the downfall of Je- 
rusalem in the year 607 B.C.E. It eon- 
cluded in the year 1914, and God’s peo- 
ple on earth were able to ealeiilate the 
date even before it eame, although the de- 
tails of just what would occur were not 
elear. But by being able to appreeiate Je- 
hovah’s use of time features, his wor- 
shipers on earth realized that the “last 
days” foretold in God’s Word had indeed 
begun. And the faet that the “time of the 
end” had eommeneed meant that the king- 
dom of God had been established in the 
heavens under Christ. All of this proved 
to be a great encouragement during those 
eritieal years, particularly when true wor- 
shipers were undergoing persecution. 


The Watchtower May 1, 1968 p. 265 


It is teehnieally true that the Bible Students at or around the year 1914 believed that the “time of the end” 
had begun. However linking that event to the establishment of God's kingdom in the heavens under Christ 
in 1914 as the above excerpt does, elearly eonveys the impression that they believed the “time of the end” 
had begun in 1914, which is eompletely untrue. 
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In the latter part of the 19th centu- 
ry, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., a group 
of sineere Bible students was organized and 
beeame the nucleus of God's modern-day wit- 
ness elass. These Christians drew attention to 
the Scriptural evidenee that the conclusion of 
the present world system was at hand. True to 
Bible propheey, this world's "conclusion" be- 
gan in 1914 and was marked by the outbreak 
of the first world war. (Matthew 24:3, 7) 


The Watchtower January 1, 2000 p. 8 

Like the other examples, the problem here also revolves around the sudden shift from one sentenee to the 
next in how basie terms are defined. In this instanee it is a ease of how one defines the ”world’s 
conclusion.” As the reader should be well aware of by now, the 19 th century Bible Students did not teaeh 
that 1914 would mark the start of an extended period that would culminate in Armageddon, they taught that 
this period would end in 1914. C.T. Russell in faet, thought that the first world war was the Armageddon of 
the scriptures. Mixing the two views by prefaeing a statement on the accuracy of Bible propheey indieating 
1914 as the beginning of the world’s conclusion with a referenee to term as understood by the 19 th century 
Bible Students serves no other purpose save the ereation of an illusory picture of harmony between current 
and past beliefs through deliberate misdireetion. 

A third technique of ereating a false impression without actually lying involves simply asking questions: 

One feature of Jesus’ eomposite sign is: 

“Nation will rise against nation and king- 
dom against kingdom.” (Matthew 24:7) In 
1914, World War I started. Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses of that deeade were immediately on 
the alert. And why? In Deeember 1879, 
some 35 years earlier, the Watch Tower 
magazine had said, based on Bible ehronol- 
ogy, that 1914 would be a pivotal year in 
human history. Could this war, the first 
war on a truly worldwide seale, in which 
28 nations were eventually involved and 
14 million persons were killed, be the begin- 
ning of events fulfilling Jesus’ eomposite 
sign of the end? Would the other features 
of the sign follow? 

Tlie Watclitower April 1, 1991 p. 5 

As with the previous examples, note that nothing has been said that is untrue in the teehnieal sense. 
Questions are asked, but nowhere is it stated that the Bible Students asked them. However only someone 
intimately familiar with the history of Jehovah’s Witnesses would realize what the signifieanee of 1914 
actually was at that time, or know that by 1914 the Bible Students had been eonvineed that they were 
witnessing the events fulfilling Jesus’ eomposite sign for years. 
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Oeeasionally, two of these techniques are skillfully eombined. Note the following two examples: 


10 Prior to that iinforgettable year the 
anointed ehristians proelaimed the good 
news of God’s kingdom that was eoming. 
Sinee that year God has supplied the theme 
of a new song. For in 1914 the heavenly 
Father and Source of theoeratie govern- 
ment brought that glorious kingdom to 
birth by enthroning and crowning the Seed 
of his woman, the Heir of the eovenant 
that was made with David for the ever- 
lasting kingdom. That was something new 
indeed. 


The Watchtower April 15. 1958 p. 238 

If by the phrase, “the good news of God’s kingdom that was eoming’’ the writer refers to the birth of an 
invisible heavenly kingdom, then his use of the future tense is inappropriate and misleading sinee the Bible 
Students did not teaeh this eoneept until 1925. If on the other hand, the writer is referring to the millennial 
earthly kingdom that the Bible Students actually were looking forward to, then the sudden undisclosed shift 
to the discussion of a heavenly kingdom rnakes the paragraph misleadingly ambiguous. 


Russell and his assoeiates also saw 
that ehrist’s presenee was to be in- 
visible, in spirit. The Gentile Times, 
during which period God’s sov- 
ereignty was not being expressed 
through any government on the 
earth, were to end in 1914. Then 
God’s Kingdom would be established 
in heaven. These teaehings are identi- 
fied with Jehovah’s Witnesses today. 

Russell and his eompanions an- 
nounced these truths far and wide by 
talks and printed page. In July 1879 
Russell began to publish Zion’s 
Watch Tower (now ealled The Watch- 
tower). 


Jehovah’s Witnesses IJnitedly Doing God's Will Worldwide p. 8 


It is possible that Russell aeeepted the idea of an invisible Parousia prior to 1874. Although he was not 
speeifie, Russell stated as much in the July 15, 1906 issue of Zion 's Watch Tower. Unfortunately there is no 
material evidenee to prove this elairn. Regardless, Russell eertainly never announced that Christ’s presenee 
was to be invisible “far and wide by talks and printed page.’’ Further, the signifieanee of 1914 in relation to 
the heavenly kingdom was that it would befnlly establìshed in that year, meaning that the full number of the 
anointed would be with Christ in heaven and that this kingdom would be ruling over earth. The elaim that 
“These teaehings are identified with Jehovah’s Witnesses today’’ is therefore misleadingly ambiguous, as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses today do not believe that those events happened in 1914. 
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It would be a mistake however to conclude from the foregoing thatthe writers of the literature of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are ignorant of the history of their own organization. This is rnost eertainly not the ease. As the 
foreword to the 1993 publication Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers OfGod's Kingdom observes, "Certainly, 
no one knows their modem-day history better than they themselves do." Correct statements about some of 
the dates that have been eovered thus far ean be found within the corpus of eontemporary Witness 
literature. 24 


WTB&TS writers also at times, exhibit an intimate knowledge of their period literature and do not hesitate 
to quote from it in support of the point or points they wish to rnake. The excerpt below for example, quotes 
from the Mareh 1880 issue of Zion’s Watch Tower. 


God’s King Enthroned! 

In the first century, John the Baptizer an- 
nounced the imminent appearanee of Jesus as 
God’s designated King. In the 19th century, 
the time had eome to announce the imminent 
appearanee of that King in heavenly power. 
Aeeordingly, in its Mareh 1880 issue, Zion’s 
Watch Tower deelared: ‘“The Times of the 
Gentiles' extend to 1914, and the heavenly 
kingdom will not have full sway till then.” 


Thus, the group today known as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses went on public reeord well over a 
hundred years ago in making known that the 
year 1914 would mark the beginning of God’s 
Kingdom. The enthronement of God’s King 
was a preliminary step toward the final snuff- 
ing out of false religion’s fliekering eandle, 


so that it might no longer obscure divine light. 

As the 19th century drew to a elose, Chris- 
tendom’s religion had no garments to identify 
itself as God’s servant. It deserved to be aban- 
doned by God. Its time of judgment was 
drawing near. Learn more about this in our 
next issue. 


Awake! Oetober 22, 1989 pp. 20,21 

Unfortunately however, this was only a partial quotation. The original artiele, written by J. H. Paton, 
entitled “One Body One Spirit One Hope” was a discussion as to the degree to which the “Saints” would 
partieipate in the eoming conquest of the earthly “Gentile” kingdoms. The sentenee in its entirety reads: 


“The Times of the Gentiles” extend to 1914, and the heav- 
enly kinjrdom will not have full sway till then, but as a 
“Stone” the kinrrdom of God is set up “in the days of these 
(ten gentile) kings,” and by consuming them it beeomes a uni- 
versal kingdom—a “great mountain and fills the whole Earth.” 
Dan. ii. 35-44. 


Zion's Watch Tower Mareh 1880 p. 2 [Reprints p. 82] 


The eomplete sentenee with its aeeompanying scripture eaption does not support the idea that the phrase 
“full sway” meant either “the beginning of God’s Kingdom” or "the enthronement of God's King" which 
events Russell dated to 1878. Neither did it mean, “fully set up in heaven” as Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
understood the eoneept sinee 1925. Russell never taught that 1914 would see a heavenly establishment of 
God's Kingdom. 


24 

For aeeiirate statements about: 1874 See The Watchtower August 15, 1974 p. 507 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Proelaimers ofGod’s Kingdompp. 47, 133,631 
God’s Kingdom ofa Thonsand Years Has Approaehedpp. 188,189 

1878 See Jehovah’s Witnesses Proelaimers ofGod’s Kingdomp. 632 
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As it was used in the source material the term “full sway” was an explicit referenee to the point in time 
when the “stone” emshes the “dream image” and therefore rneant eomplete eontrol over the earth. 25 
Although Russell and his assoeiates believed that this would occur in 1914, this is an event that Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are still waiting for. 26 

Quoting a sentenee only partially, punctuating it as if it were eomplete and then failing to indieate this 
omission by ellipses is not a terribly accurate or honest quoting praetiee. When it is done solely for the 
purpose of foreing a statement out of the source material that in reality, it doesn’t rnake at all, this ean only 
be viewed as deliberate, calculated manipulation. This praetiee eannot be aseribed to human error or 
earelessness no matter how eharitable we are willing to be. Yet this particular referenee has been 
reproduced in this context over and over in Witness literature. 27 

Another example of source manipulation occurs in the 1959 publication Jehovah’s Witnesses In The Divine 
Pnrpose. Discussing the book The Diving Plan Of The Ages, the following statements are made on page 
31: 


Then, near the end of the book, appeared 
a ehapter ealled “The Day of Jehovah” that 
is highly signifieant even in our day. Note 
this brief excerpt: 

The “Day of Jehovah” is the name of that 
period of time in which God’s kingdom, under 
Christ, is to be gradually “set up” . . . while the 
kingdoms of this world are passing away and 
Satan’s power and infiuence over men are being 
bound. It is everywhere deseribed as a dark day 
of intense trouble and distress and perplexity 
upon mankind. . . . 


That some of the saints will still be in the 
flesh during at least a part of this burning time 
seems possible. [This has proved to be true.] 
Their position in it, however, will differ from 
that of others, not so much in that they will 
be miraculously preserved (though it is dis- 
tinetly promised that their bread and water 
shall be sure), but in the faet that, being in- 
structed from God's Word, they will not feel 
the same anxiety and hopeless dread that will 
overspread the world. [Here again is exactly 
the picture of Jehovah’s witnesses in these 
present times sinee the fìrst world war.] . . . 
The troubles of this “Day of Jehovah” will give 
opportunity for preaehing the good tidings of 
eoming good, such as is seldom afforded, and 
blessed are they who will follow the footsteps 
of the Master, and be the good Samaritans 
binding up the wounds and pouring in the oil 
and wine of eomfort and eheerJ 

Although this was still deeades before 
the first world war, it is surprising how 
accurately the events that finally took 
plaee were actually foreseen. 


25 

See The Time Is At Hand p. 78 photographieally reprodtteed on page 14 of this paper 

“ 6 Pay Attention To Daniel's Propheey, Watchtower Bible & Traet Soeiety, 1999, pp. 61,62 
27 

See for e^aniplePoy Attention to Daniel's Proplieey Watch Tower Bible & Traet Soeiety, 1999,p.261; The Watchtower April 1, 
1984, p. 6; April 15, 1984, pp. 3-4; Jttly 1. 1973, p. 402; Aiigiist 1, 1971, p. 468 From Paradise Lost to Paradise Regained Watch 
Tower Bible & Traet Soeiety, 1958, p. 170 
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The problem here is that Russell did not “foresee” anything that ean truthfully be said to be relevant to the 
year 1959. As Russell used the term, the “Day of Jehovah” was synonymous with the “Day of Vengeanee,” 
“Day ofWrath,” and “Time of Great Trouble.” This was quite elear in the ehapter heading: 


STUDY XV 

THE DAY OF JEHOVAH 

The “Day of Jehovah,” the “Day of Vengeanoe,” the “Day of Wrath”—A 
Time of Great Trouble—Its Cause—The Bible’s Testimony Regarding 
it—Its Fire and Storm, Its Shaking and Melting, Shown to be Sym- 
BOLie—D avid’s Testimony—The Revelator’s Testimony—The Present 

SlTUATION AND THE FuTURE OuTLOOK AS VlEWED BY THE OPP0SING PARTIES, 

Oapitalists and Wage-Workers—A Remedy Which Will Not Succeed— 
The Veil Lifted and Light Admitted Just in Due Time—The Proof of 
This—The Oondition of the Saints During the Trouble, and Their 
Proper Attitude Toward It. 

THE “Day of Jehovah” is the name of that period of time 
in which God’s kingdom, under Christ, is to be gradually 
“set up” in the earth, while the kingdoms of this world are 
passing away and Satan’s power and influence over men 
are being bound. It is everywhere deseribed as a dark day of 
intense trouble and distress and perplexity upon mankind. 


The Divine Plan OfThe Ages p. 307 
(Reprint of 1916 edition) 


All of these terms deseribed the “forty years of trouble” inclusive of the period between 1874 and 1914. 28 
As ean be seen below, Russell was quite elear on this point as well as his intention to elaborate further in 
the next volume, much of which information has been reproduced for the reader already: 


Another thought with referenee to this Day of Trouble is 
that it has eome just in due time—God’s due time. In the 
next volume of this work, evidenee is adduced from the tes- 
timony of the Law and the Prophets of the Old Testament, 
as well as from Jesus and the apostolie prophets of the New 
Testament, which shows elearly and unmistakably that this 
Day of Trouble is loeated ehronologieally in the beginning 
of the glorious Millennial reign of Messiah. It is this neees- 
sary preparation for the eoming work of restitution in the 
Millennial age that preeipitates the trouble. 


The Divine Plan OfThe Ages p. 336 
(Reprint of 1916 edition) 


28 


See pages 20 and 21 of this paper. 
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Therefore Russell was explicitly referring to the time period prior to 1914. The “saints’' of whom he spoke 
were his eontemporaries, adults living in the year 1886, not persons who would live seventy-three years 
later. The author or authors of Jehovah ’s Witnesses In The Divine Pnrpose carefully ehose eomments about 
the “Day of Jehovah" out of 36 pages of material“ and presented them as a contiguous excerpt in an 
attempt to elairn that Russell had foreseen the period following 1914. Yet the omitted material elearly 
eontradiets that notion. The year 1914 was the endpoint for the ''Day of Jehovah." 


A different type of manipulation involves the publication date of an important document in Witness history, 
The Objeet And Manner Of Our Lord’s Retnrn. The reader ean see from the frontispieee that the 
publication date is elearly 1877. 


THE 


0BJECT AND MANNER 

of 

Oijr LORD’S Return. 


tívr.' 


Bj O. T. RUSSKLL, 
\»» 

riTTSBnao, rx. 


. **Tak« heed to yourstlcet len$t at any time your hearts bt over- 
e hargtd teith... .the eares of this life ; and so that daj eome uj>on 
you unawarcs."—Luke 21: 34.. 


ROeiIESTER, N. Y.j 
OFFICE OF HEHALD OF THE MORXINO. 

1S7 7. 


In harmony with this, the 1930 - 1960 Watch Tower Pnblieations Index listed 1877 as the publication date 
for Objeet And Manner: 


Booklets 

1877, The Objeet and Manner of the 
Lord’s Return: jp 15; 

W55 7; w49 6,196 
1881, Food for Thinking Ohristians: 
jp25, 30; w55 47-8; qm 302-3 
Tabernaele Teaehings: jp25; 
W55 47; qm303 

1893, “Thy Word Is Truth” 

1894, Harvest Siftings: Jp 71; w55 6 
1896, What Say the Scriptures About 

Hell? 

(p. 306) 


The 1877 publication date is of interest, because this booklet is the emeial pieee of evidenee that would 
substantiate the idea that the young Russell had ever looked to the Paronsia as a future rather than a past 
event. As should be obvious at this point, a publication date of 1876 or later lends no support to this idea. 
However this was to ehange in the mid-1970’s when the 1975 Yearbook Of Jehovah’s Witnesses simply 
moved the publication date baek four years to 1873: 


The excerpt was taken from pages 307, 338 and 342 
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Earnestly endeavoring to counteract such erroneous 
teaehings, in 1873 twenty-one-year-old C. T. Russell 
wrote and published at his own expense a booklet 
entitled “The Objeet and Manner of the Lord’s Return.” 
Some 50,000 eopies were published and it enjoyed 
a wide distribution. 

(p. 36) 


The 1930 - 1985 Watch Tower Pnblieations Index followed suit, listing the “new’' publication date for 
Objeet And Manner: 

Booklets 

1873, The Objeet and Manner of Our 
Lord’s Return: yb75 36: jp 15; 
w55 7; w49 6, 196 

1881, Food for Thinking Ohristians: 

yb75 40; yb73 88-9; jp 25, 30; 
w55 47-8; qm55 302-3 
Tabernaele Shadows of the 
“Better Saeriflees”: yb75 43 
The Tabernaele and Its Teaeh- 
ings: yb7540;jp25;w55 47; 

qm55 302-3 

1882, Outlines of Sermons: 


(Page 916) 


Unfortunately, an 1873 publication date simply eannot be reeoneiled with the material within the booklet 
itself: 


62 OUR lord’s returx. 




Son of man the nrorld will not kn,.w, yet tlie church, ye 
brethren, are expeeted to know; not from outward sign but 
fro n the liglit shimng upon the patiiway. Our Father uu- 
dertakes to furnish tlie hght as fast as it is due, hut we must 
walk init if we would not l>e in darkness. 

The day of the Lord is fretpieiitly referred to as a snare or 
trap into wliicli tliose withuut light go uuuwares. As u thi'f 
it eomes stealthilv. But some tliink as a thief ineans sud- 
denly; we tbink not. but if it does, tiien " ye brethreii are 
not in ilarkness tliat tliat day slionld eonie upon you sndilen• 
ly." When Jesus said: “ If therefore tliou shalt not wateh, 
thou shalt not know what hour 1 will eome upon thee.” It 
seems as tliongh he raeant, if you are watchiug yoii sliall 
know. I)oes it not? 

But it is not my olijeet in tliis pamphlet to eall vour atten- 
tion more fully tò tlie timk of the seeoinl advent "tlian 1 liave 
above, in aiisivering sorae of thoehief ohjeetions tothe iuves- 
tigation of it. (Tliose interesteil in knowing tlie evideuces 
as to the tirae. 1 woulil refer to I>r. X. IX. B.trlnmr. editor of 
the “ Herald of the Morning.” Roeliester. X. V.; I simply 
add that I ara deepiy irapressed. and iliitik. not without gooil 
seriptural evidenee, tliat tlie Master is ooine and is n»w in- 
speeting the guests to tlie marriage. (Matt. 22:11.) That the 
karvest is progressing. the separatioinmeiital)lietweeii wheat 
and tares uow going on, and that the two in the tíehl. mill 
and bed inay be bodily separated at any moment, the wise 
virgins go into the marriage, aud the door to ilie hiyli eiiliinij 
be forever shuL 

Even tlie outward signs seen bv the \vorld seein to point to 
the faet tliat a groat dispensational ehange may 1« nenr. 
From their stand-point tlie last tvnturv wou!d seein to be ílie 
•• day of [God'sJ pn paration.” lniptovements and inventions 
progress as never bet'ore. Xow we are beginniiig to realize 
tliat these inveiitions. niiieh in au<l of theinselves are bless- 
ings. are. under prosent eomlitions of soeieiy. a enrse. Every 
màehine made, after a eertain limit, tends tòdeerease tlie de- 
mand for eaeh meehaaio's lahnr; stipply and demainl regn- 
lates the wages he reeeives. To-ilay there is emjiloyinent for 
less than tbrue-fourths of tlie industrial labor ot this as well 


Note Russell’s explicit referenee to Barbour's publication. Herald ofthe Morning did not begin publication 
until June of 1875, and its predeeessor, The Midnight Cry and Herald ofthe Morning eeased publication in 
Oetober of 1874. Also, aeeording to Russell himself, he did not eome aeross this publication or eontaet N. 
H. Barbour until January of 1876. Further, Russell made the statement, "the Master is eome and.... the 
harvest is progressing," neither of which would have been said until after the harvest began, ”in Oetober, 
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1874." It would therefore seern extremely unlikely that "The Objeet and Manner Of Our Lord's Retum” 
could possibly have been published prior to 1877. 

Why then was the publication date rnoved from 1877 to 1873? Had new information eome to light? Had an 
earlier printing been found? Or was this sirnply a ease of manipulation? It appears that the latter vvas the 
ease, as the 1993 publication Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers ofGod's Kingdom reset the publication date 
to 1877. 30 


30 See pages 47, 557, 575 
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Another area of interest has to do with the faet that the boundaries Nelson Barbour calculated for the 2,520 
prophetie years were ineorreet. Originally, he thought that 536 BC was the first year of Cyrus, the 
conqueror of Babylon. By adding the seventy years to this date, he eame up with 606 BC as the date for the 
desolation of Jemsalem by the Babylonians and by subtracting 606 from 2520, he eame up with 1914 AD 
as the end of the Gentile Times. However sinee there is no "zero year" between 1 BC and 1 AD, one 
eannot simply subtract 606 from 2520 to arrive at 1914 when the boundary between BC and AD has been 
erossed. Sooner or later this problem would have to be dealt with and there were only two real ways to do 
this. Either the end point of the 2520 years could be moved frorn 1914 to 1915, or the starting point could 
be moved from 606 to 607. It should also be realized that if the adjustment were made to 606, than a further 
adjustment to the 536 date as the end point of the seventy years of Jerusalem's desolation would also be 
required. 

Charles Taze Russell had been eonfronted with this problem as early as 1904, and had addressed this topie 
in a sermon given on January 11 of that year. He again addressed this problem in the Deeember 1, 1912 
issue of The Watch Tower. As ean be seen in the following excerpt, Russell was not overly eoneerned with 
a diserepaney of one year, allowing that the date for the end of the Gentile Times could be either 1914 or 
1915. 


AN OPEN QUESTION 

Ooming now to a very eritieal examination of the date 
536 B. C., there is an open question: Shall we eall it 536 
full years to A. D., or 535 full years? The differenee in time 
between Ootober Ist and Jarntary lst W 0 'uld be the foiirth of 
a year; henee our query is respeeting 536% or 535% years 
B. C. What is the proper method of caleulation, is in dispute. 
If we count the fìrst year B. C. as 0, then the date 536% 
B. C. is the proiper one for tlie end of the seventy years of 
eaptivity. But if we begin to reekon it by oottnting the first 
year béfore the Ohristian era as B. C. 1, then evidently the 
desolation ended 535% years B. C. 

As to the methods of counting, Eneyelopaedia Britanniea 
says, “Astronomers denote the year which preeeded the first 
of our era as 0 and the year previous to that as B. C. 1—the 
previons year B. C. 2, and so on.” 

Whichever of these ways we undertake to calculate the 
matter the differenee between the results is one year. The 
seventy years of Jewish eaptivity ended Oetober, 536 B. C., 
and if there were 536% years B. C., then to eomplete the 
2,520 years’ eyele of the Times of the Gentiles would roquire 
1913% years of A. D., or to Oetober, 1914. But if the other 
way of reekoning were used, then there were but 535% years 
of the period B. C., and the remainder of the 2,520 years 
would reaeh to A. D., 1914% years, otherwise Oetober, 1915. 


[Reprínts p. 51411 
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However after 1914 had passed, and the date was, doetrinally speaking, pretty well "set in stone," the faet 
that no "zero year” is included at the beginning of our Christian era was simply ignored. 31 It was not until 
the year 1943 that any attempt was made to resolve this problem. This appeared in the newly released 
publication The Truth Shall Make You Free 


In Nebuchadnezzar’s 
time the year began counting from the fall of 
the year, or abont Oetober 1, our time. Sinee he 
destroyed Jemsalem in the sitmmer of 606 B.C., 
that year had its beginning in the fall of 607 B.C. 
and its ending in the fall of 606 B.C. 

Inasmuch as the count of the Gentile “seven 
times” began its first year at the fall of 607 B.C., 
it is simple to calculate when they end. From 
the fall of 607 B.C. to the fall of B.C. 1 is ex- 
aetly 606 years. From the fall of B.C. 1 to the 
fall of A.í). 1 is one year, do not forget. Henee 
from the fall of B.C. 1 to the fall of A.D. 1914 
is 1,914 years. Add now 606 years and 1,914 
years, and the sum total is 2,520 years, ending 
in the fall of A.D. 1914. 


The Tmth Shall Make You Freep. 239 


While the resolution of diserepaneies through an appeal to aneient ealendaring systems is eertainly nothing 
new in the field of end times ehronology, there are still sorne interesting aspeets to this explanation that 
should be noted. First of all, notiee that Jemsalem’s fall is explicitly stated to have occurred in 606 BC. The 
explanation above rnakes no attempt to reloeate that event and simply holds that, for reasons that are left 
unstated, the seventy years of desolation should synehronize with the aneient ealendar and therefore should 
be counted frorn the autumn of the previom year. Also worthy of note is the focus upon the fall rather than 
the destmetion of the eity. Witness publications, both before and sinee, have eonsistently maintained that it 
is the latter which is the pivotal event. 

To any that stopped and thought about it, both ideas, first that there was any need to synehronize with the 
"vulgar year," and seeond, that the seventy years of desolation should begin their count a year before the 
eity was actually desolated must have seemed somewhat farfetehed. The very next year a slightly different 
explanation was given. This appeared as a footnote in the book The Kingdom Is At Hand. 


The follov/ing ehronology shows the date of Jerasalem's de- 
stnietion as in the year 607 before Christ. This reeognizes the 
íaet that the aneient reekoning of the vulgar year began in the 
fall. In other words, the vulgar year 606 B.C. really began in 
the fall of 607 B.C. Às stated on page 239 (f 1) of “The Truth 
Shall Make Fou Free’’: “Inasmuch as the count of the Gentile 
seven times’ began its fìrst year at the fall of 607 B.C., it is 
simple to ealeiilate when they end. From the fall of 607 B.C. 
to the fall of B.C. 1 is exactly 606 years. . . . Henee from the 
tall of B.C. 1 to the fall of A.D. 1914 is 1,914 years. ” 


The Kingdom Is At Handp. 171 


See for example The Harp Of God pp. 229,244; Comfort For The Jews pp. 44,58,59; Deliveranee pp. 101,246; Creation pp. 
293,303; Govemment pp. 91,164,166,167,169,249,277; Life pp. 107,128,129; Liglit vol. 1 p. 195; Vindieation vol. I pp. 
20,21,47,48,50,123,296,313; Vindieation vol. III pp. 104,174; Preservation p. 15; Jehovah pp. 9,342; Riehes pp. 60,172; Enemies 
p. 217; TtteNewWorldtp.il 
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The relevant portion of the ehronology refereneed in this quote appeared on page 175: 


[Jerusalem destroyed in flfth 
month (Ab)] 

2KL 25:2, 8; Jer. 52:12-14 


[Jerasalem’s 70-year desolation 
ends) 2 Ohron. 36:21-23; 
Ezra 1: 1; 3:1 



607 

[Land of Judah abandoned and left desolate in seventh month 
(Etbanim) ]. 2 Ki. 25:22-26; Jer. 41:1-3; 43:1-7 

OBADIAH Obad. 11-14 (!) 
JEREMIAH Jer. 43:8; 44:1 
DANIEL Dan. 2:1, 19 

607 

(o 


EZEKIEL Ezek. 40:1 

593 


DANIEL Dan. 5:13-31; 11:1 

539 

[Babylon falls and Darius rules] 


537 

[First year of Cyrus] 2 Chron. 36:20-23 

DANIEL Dan. 10:1 

535 

[Third year of Cyrus] 

HAGGAI Hag. 1:1 

ZEOHARIAH Zeeh. 1:1;Ezra5:1 

520 

[Seeond year of Darius 11] 


The Kingdom ls At Hand p. 175 


On this basis it ean be seen that there are serious diserepaneies between the 1944 and 1943 explanations. 
First of all, a teehnieal distinetion as to the point in time from which the seventy years should be counted 
does not in any way justify physieally moving the date of Jemsalem’s fall. Yet no other reason was offered 
for making this ehange save an appeal to the 1943 explanation. Seeondly, note that in the ehart above, the 
fall of Jemsalem is loeated in the month of Ab, a summer month that eorresponds to the latter half of July 
and first half of August in our ealendar. This adjustment eannot be justified in the name of synehronization 
with the aneient ealendar year for the simple reason that this plaees the fall of Jemsalem before the start of 


The Tmth ShallMake You Free 
(1943) 


608 


The Kingdom IsAt Hand 
(1944) 


£02 


70 Years Begin Countmg 


Adjustment made 
to syndironize with- 
start ofvulgar year 


Jemsalem Falls (Summer of 606) 


--Jemsalem Falls (Summer of 607) 

—-70 Years Begin Countmg 

606 


♦ 



the seventy years, in the summer of the year that by this self same explanation, teehnieally began in the 
autumn of 608 BC. Although not speeifieally stated, it would appear that the pivotal event was onee again 
the desolation, rather than the fall of the eity. The one time shift in 1943 was neeessary for the plausibility 
of the explanation, but beeomes a mere pretense when the ealendar is rolled baek exactly a full year. This 
ean easily be seen in the ehart above. Taken together, these two explanations amount to little more than a 
"smoke and mirrors” method of preserving the 1914 date and it is difficult to imagine that any thinking 
Witness could have eontemplated them without a great deal of eonsternation. 
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Eight years later, an entirely different explanation appeared, one that adjusted the date for Jemsalem’s fall 
indireetly by reloeating the termimrs for the 70 years: 


21 At this point some will inquire why 
Charles T. Rtissell in 1877 used the date 
606 B.C. for the fall of Jerusalem whereas 
The Watchtower of late years has been 
using 607 B.C. This is because, in the light 
of modem seholarship, two slight errors 
were diseovered to have been made which 
eaneel eaeh other out and make for the 
same result, namely, 1914. Conceming the 
first error, Russell and others eonsidered 
1 B.C. to A.D. 1 as being two years whereas 
in faet this is only one year because, as 
has been said above, there is no “zero” 
year in the B.C.-A.D. system for counting 
years. “The Christian era began, not with 
no year, but with a lst year.”— The West- 
minster Dietionary of the Bible, p. 102. 

22 The seeond error had to do with not 
beginning the count of the 2,520 years at 
the right point in view of historie faets and 


circumstances. Almost all early Bible 
ehronology ties in with secular history at 
the year 539 B.C., in which year the fall 
of Babylon to Darius and Cyrus of the 
Medes and the Persians occurred. In late 
years several eimeiform tablets have been 
diseovered pertaining to the fall of Baby- 
lon which peg both Biblieal and secular 
historie dates. The one tablet known as the 
“Nabimaid Chronicle” gives the date for 
the fall of Babylon which speeialists have 
aseertained as being Oetober 12-13, 539 
B.C., Julicm Calendar, or Oetober 6-7, 539 
B.C., aeeording to our present Gregorian 
Calendar.* This tablet also says that Cyrus 
made his triumphant entry into Babylon 
16 days after its fall to his army. Thus his 
aeeession year eommeneed in Oetober, 539 
B.C. However, in another cuneiform tablet 
ealled “Strassmaier, Cyrus No. 11” Cyrus’ 
first regnal year is mentioned and was de- 
termined to have begun Mareh 17-18, 538 
B.C., and to have concluded Mareh 4-5, 
537 B.C.f It was in this first regnal year 
of Cyrus that he issued his deeree to permit 
the Jews to return to Jemsalem to rebuild 
the temple. (Ezra 1:1) The deeree may 
have been made in late 538 B.C. or before 
Mareh 4-5, 537 B.C. 

23 In either ease this would have given 
suffìcient time for the large party of 49,897 
Jews to organize their expedition and to 
make their long four-month journey from 
Babylon to Jerusalem to get there by Sep- 
tember 29-30, 537 B.C., the first of the 
seventh Jewish month, to build their altar 
to Jehovah as reeorded at Ezra 3:1-3. In- 
asmuch as September 29-30, 537 B.C., 
offieially ends the seventy years of desola- 
tion as reeorded at 2 Chronicles 36:20, 21, 
so the beginning of the desolation of the 
land must have offieially begun to be count- 
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ed after September 21-22, 607 B.C., the B.C., which is the beginning point for the 
first of the seventh Jewish month in 607 counting of the 2,520 years. 


The Watchtoweryiay 1, 1952 pp. 271,272 
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To understand exactly what had happened here, a little background is required. As ean be seen in the 
following excerpt, Barbour's original elaim was that the 536 BC date was derived from Ptolemy's kinglist: 


The faet that the íìrst year of Cyrus was B. C. 636, is based on 
Ptolemy’s eanon, supported by the eelipses by which the dates 
of the Greeian and Persian era have been regulated. And the 
accuracy of Ptolemy’s eanon is now aeeepted bv all tlie seientifie 
and literary world, Henee, froin tlie days of Tí ebuchadnezzar to 
the Òhristian era, there is but one ehronology. 


Three Worlds And The Harvest OfThis World p. 194 


However in waving his hand before the difficulties of biblieal ehronology, 32 Barbour quite apparently failed 
to realize that this kinglist allows from the first year of Nebuchadnezzer to the last year of Nabonidus, only 
sixty-six years for the entire Neo-Babylonian period. This faet was not lost on Russell, who simply rejeeted 
not only those portions of the kinglist with which he did not agree, but all other methods of secularly 
establishing biblieal ehronology as well. 33 Paradoxically however, he continued to insist that 536 BC was a 
reliable date. 34 As with the "zero year," this problem was eompletely gnored throughout the entire 
Rutherford era. All of the Soeiety's publications up to and including The Tmth Shall Make You Free list the 
606 BC/536 BC anehor points for Jerusalem’s seventy years of desolation. The year 536 BC was held to be 
both the first year of Cyrus and the terminus of the seventy years. The 1944 book, The Kingdom Is At 
Hand, adjusted the anehor points to 607 BC/537 BC, but as has been pointed out, the explanation that was 
given did not justify the adjustment that was actually made. The November 1, 1949 issue of The 
Watchtower gives 537 BC as the end of the seventy years, but states that this was the year in which the 
temple in Jemsalem was rebiiilt 35 which would move the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus baek to some 
unstated point prior to this. Finally, by aeeepting the secularly established date of 539 BC for the fall of 
Babylon, the 1952 explanation makes an additional adjustment, but retains the 537 BC date for the end of 
the seventy years through the assertion that the Jews were repatriated in the fall of that year. Although there 
is not sufficient evidenee to justify setting the time of this event with such preeision, 36 Jehovah's Witnesses 
have aeeepted this explanation ever sinee. 

Jehovah's Witnesses today portray the resolution of the "zero year” problem thusly: 


* Providentially, those Bible Students had not realized that there is no 
zero year between “B.C.” and “A.D.” Later, when researeh made it 
neeessary to adjust B.C. 606 to 607 B.C.E., the zero year was also 
eliminated, so that the predietion held good at “A.D. 1914.”—See “The 
Truth Shall Make You Free, ” published hy the Watch Tower Soeiety in 
1943, page 239. 

Revelation - Its Grand Climax At Hand! p. 105 


32 

Barbour elaimed on page 68 of Three Worlds that the entire ehronology of the Bible could be worked out in one evening witli 
peneil and paper. 

33 Zion's Watch Tower, May 15, 1896, pp. 104,105 [Reprints 1975] 

34 Ibid pp. 104,105,113 [Reprints 1975,1980]; Zion's Watch Tower, Oetober 1, 1904, p. 297 [Reprints 3437] 

35 

On page 326, the following statement was made: "She was trodden down under the Gentile heel and she never aftenvard regained 
absolute independenee from the Gentile heel under a mler of King David's line, even after she and here temple were rebuilt seventy 
years later, in 537 B.C." 

36 Carefully read paragraph 23 of the May 1, 1952 issue of The Watchtower appearing on page 63 of this paper. Note that it is simply 
assumed that the Jews retorned to their homeland in the fall of 537 BC. 
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This above quote, though succinct, eontains a number of obvious inaccuracies: 


First: The early Bible Students had eertainly been aware of the laek of a "zero year." This sirnply 
did not beeome a problem of any signifieanee until after 1914. 

Seeond: The explanations that were given at the time the adjiistment was aetnally made eannot 
truthfully be portrayed today as the product of "researeh." Researeh beeame neeessary only afterthe 
faet as a means of replaeing these faulty, embarrassing explanations and this took nearly a deeade to 
work out. 

Third: Like the 1952 explanation, this quote implies that the resolution of the "zero year” problem 
involved two errors that simply eaneelled eaeh other out. In reality three separate errors were by 
degrees, made to eaneel eaeh other out, and eaeh time, the result was the preservation of the 1914 
date: 


1. Failing to account for the laek of a "zero year." 

2. Assigning the wrong year for the fall of Babylon. 

3. Assigning the wrong event as the terminus for the seventy-years. 

Fourth: This quote pretends that a one-time adjustment was made in 1943 and everything has been 
fine sinee then. This is untrue. 
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Thus far, little has been said about the largest and rnost reeent historieal work produced by the Watch 
Tower Bible & Traet Soeiety, Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers Of God's Kingdom. Billed at the time of its 
release in 1993 as "objeetive and eandid,” 37 this book afforded WTB&TS writers and poliey rnakers with a 
unique opportunity to make a elean break with what ean only be viewed as nearly half a century of 
historieal idealism. 

In this respeet, there are eertainly positive things that ean be said about Proelaimers. One that is 
immediately notieeable is its forthrightness eoneerning things that have at tirnes, evidently caused the 
Witnesses some degree of embarrassment. One example involves C. T. Russell's eonneetions with a 
number of prominent Adventist figures of his day such as Jonas Wendell, George Storrs and George W. 
Stetson. It is a faet easily documentable frorn the period literature that Russell openly acknowledged his 
indebtedness to these men on eertain points and quite apparently eonsidered thern to be his Christian 
brothers. The Proelaimers book frankly acknowledges this faet. 38 

As has been pointed out already, the Proelaimers book honestly acknowledges the 1877 publication date of 
The Objeet And Manner of Our Lord's Return. Further, the Proelaimers book accurately deseribes not only 
the doetrinal signifieanee attaehed to the year 1874, 39 but that of 1878 as well, the only such instanee inthe 
modern literature of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 40 

Another example involves Nelson H. Barbour. Despite the faet that Jehovah's Witnesses today are indebted 
to Barbour for the one single ehronologieal element taught during the entire Russell era that they still 
aeeept as valid, Witness publications typieally have managed only a few generally derisive eomments about 
Barbour when and if they even spoke of him at all. Barbour's position in the disagreement with Russell over 
the meehanies of the Ransorn has routinely been twisted into a rejeetion of the Ransom itself. 41 For years, 
instead of giving eredit where eredit is due, Jehovah’s Witness writers have attempted to elairn that C. T. 
Russell was actually the author of the 2,520 year time calculation. A typieal example ean be seen in the 
following excerpt: 


A Day for a Year 

How do we know that the “seven 
times” are 2,520 years? The calcula- 
tions are made in a way similar to 


1914 marked the time when 
Christ began to rule as King 
in God’s heavenly government 


those made by the Watch Tower So- 
eiety’s first president, C. T. Russell, 
in 1877 and reeorded in the book he 
coauthored entitled The Three Worlds. 

The Watchtower April 1, 1984 p. 7 


37 

This was stated in the discourse at the time of its release, in The Watchtower May 1. 1994 p. 16 and in the publisher's foreword to 
the book itself. 

38 See pages 4546 

39 See pages 47, 631-632 

40 See pages 631 -632 

41 

See for example The Watchtower Mareh 1. 1989 p. 23; January 1, 1955 p. 8. Barbour explained his position at length in the August 
1877 issue of Herald OfThe Morning pp. 26-28. Although Barbour's move towards Soeinianism proved to be ineompatible with what 
was in many respeets, an essentially Arminian outlook on the part of Russell, Barbour eertainly never rejeeted the doetrine of the 
Ransom itself. 
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In reality, the calculations in question were entirely Barbour's. 42 Further, while in regard to Three Worlds, 
it is true that Russell both finaneed and "gave some tirne and thought to its preparation,” 43 he was not its 
coauthor and in point of faet did not ever refer to himself as such. Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers Of 
God's Kingdom marks a refreshing departure frorn previous treatments of the subject by presenting a more 
accurate presentation of the differenee of opinion between Russell and Barbour eoneerning the Ransorn. 44 
Even though it is strongly implied that Russell independently arrived at the 1914 date at around the same 
tirne as Barbour, 45 the indireet acknowledgement that Barbour’s applieation of the 2,520 years to the period 
of 606 B.C. to 1914 A.D. predates anything Russell wrote on the subject 46 is nevertheless, a unique 
occurrence within eontemporary Witness literature. 

Despite the greater eandor however, Proelaimers is no rnore an objeetive look at Witness history than the 
Witness publication Life How Did It Get Here? By Evohition Or By Creation? is an objeetive look at 
evolutionary theory. And this is not simply a ease of a human failing on the part of the author or authors to 
hold their personal feelings, prejudices and doetrinal bias in abeyanee. Proelaimers does not provide the 
reader with anything resembling an orderly ehronologieal reeord of events, instead seleetively presenting 
the history of lehovah’s Witnesses as a tool in the promotion of theologieal preeepts peculiar to Jehovahs 
Witnesses. These include the idea that Jehovah’s Witnesses are God’s ehosen people, that they are fulfilling 
a unique, important and privileged role both as proelaimers of God’s Kingdom, and His sole ehannel in the 
dissemination of Bible truth today, and that their efforts are divinely direeted. 

Sinee Jehovah's Witnesses do not actually elaim to be divinely inspired, they hold these beliefs not because 
God or Christ have in some tangible fashion, told thern so, but as an inferenee drawn frorn their pereeption 
of events in conjunction with their own unique interpretation of Scripture. Consequently, this is not only an 
extremely eomplimentary organizational self-portrait, it is one that is almost entirely subjective as well. 

This observation is not made as a eritieism per se because in truth we would hardly expect a book written 
by Jehovah's Witnesses, and for Jehovah's Witnesses to present anything other than a pleasant picture. 
Although it is problematie that a book that is not objeetive and quite evidently not intended to be would be 
billed as such, the real issue with Proelaimers is not its laek of objeetivity, but its laek of accuracy. Both in 
eontent and execution, the same pattern of dissemblanee documentable in eontemporary Witness literature 
is present in Proelaimers as well. This pattern ranges from statements that are sirnply misleading to those 
that are demonstrably false. For example, in regard to where the Bible Students immediately following 
1914 imagined themselves to be in the stream of time, Proelaimers states 


As the events following 1914 began to unfold and the Bible Students 
eompared these with what the Master had foretold, they gradually eame to 
appreeiate that they were living in the last days of the old system and that 
they had been sinee 1914. 

Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers Of God's Kingdom p. 137 


42 

“ Barbonr elearly stated his belief tliat the Gentile times were a 2520 year period extending from 606 B.C. to 1914 A.D. in the 
September 1875 issue of Herald OfThe Moming, several months before he met Russell. Russell by his own testimony had soundly 
rejeeted Adventist ehronology and date setting prior to meeting Barbour. 

43 

Charles Taze Russel\, HarvestGatheringsAnd Siftings The Watch Tower; July 15. 1906 p. 230 

44 

See page 131 as well as page 620 where a page from both Barbour's and Russell's opposing artieles as they appearedin the Herald 
of The Morning are partially reproduced. 

45 See p 134 

46 See page 135 and 622 
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As was plainly stated in the prospectus appearing on the first page of the July 1879 issue of Zion's Watch 
Tower, the Bible Students had thought from the very beginning that they were living in "the last days.” 47 
Consequently the most that ean truthfully be said is that the Bible Students gradually eame to appreeiate 
that "the last days" had started in 1914 instead of 1799 as they had originally thought. 

In regard to signifieanee the Bible Students attaehed to the expiration of the Gentile Times, the following 
statement is made on page 135: 


But what would the end of the Gentile Times 

mean? 

The Bible Students were not eompletely sure what would happen. 
They were eonvineed that it would not result in a burning up of the earth 
and a blotting out of human life. Rather, they knew it would mark a sig- 
nifieant point in regard to divine mlership. At first, they thought that by 
that date the Kingdom of God would have obtained full, universal eon- 
trol. When that did not occur, their eonfidenee in the Bible propheeies 
that marked the date did not waver. They concluded that, instead, the date 
had marked only a starting point as to Kingdom rule. 


Jehovah's Witness Proelaimers Of God's Kingdomp. 135 


No justification aeeompanies the idea that the Bible Students “were not eompletely sure of what would 
happen” save the faet that they revised their expectations when these went unrealized in 1914. Yet this faet 
by itself does nothing to establish what their attitude had actually been prior to this date. In reality, the 
seven point eniimeration of the expectations attaehed to 1914 appearing on pages 76 - 78 of The Time Is At 
Hand was very speeifie and distinet. The discussion abounded with words and phrases like "faets," 
"proof," "established truth,” "Bible evidenee," and "firmly established in the Scriptures." 48 Proelaimers, 
which on this question, carefully avoids actually quoting the period literature, asserts that the Bible 
Students simply "thought," "suggested,” or "earnestly hoped," that this or that rnight happen but "were not 
eompletely sure." 49 Thus the signifieanee attaehed to the end of the Gentile Times is wrapped up in false 
and misleading statements which eompletely obscure the aggressive message preaehed by the Bible 
Students for over a quarter century prior to 1914. 

In discussing the views of C. T. Russell and his assoeiates, Proelaimers, like virtually all other Witness 
literature, uses the future tense to deseribe events that were not in faet regarded as such: 


Noteworthy too is what Brother Russell did with other highly signif- 
ieant truths that he learned from God’s Word. He diseerned that Christ 
would return as a glorious spirit person, invisible to human eyes. As early 
as 1876, he reeognized that the year 1914 would mark the end of the Gen- 
tile Times. (Luke 21:24, KJ) Other Bible seholars had likewise pereeived 
some of these thmgs and had advoeated them. But Brother Russell used all 
his resources to give them international publicity on a seale then unequaled 
by any other individual or group. 

Jehovah's Witness Proelaimers OfGod's Kingdomp. 622 

Russell did not at any point attempt to give international publicity to the idea that Christ would retiirn 
invisibly. As has been explained and doetimented at length, Russell's message was that Christ had 
retnrned. 

47 

See pages 8 and 9 of this paper. See also pages 121,718 and 724 of Proelaimers . 

48 

The Time Is At Hand pages 76 - 102 

49 

Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers OfGod's Kingdom p. 135 
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Proelaimers also attempts to perpetuate the fietion eommon in Witness literature, that Russell and the Bible 
Students had expected a heavenly rather than an earthly establishment of God's Kingdom in 1914. One such 
example occurs on page 635: 

In its issue of Oetober 15, 1913, The Watch Tower had stated: “Aeeord- 
ing to the best ehronologieal reekoning of which we are eapable, it is ap- 
proximately that time—whether it be Oetober, 1914, or later. Without dog- 
matizing, we are looking for eertain events: (1) The termination of the 
Gentile Times—Gentile supremacy in the world—and (2) For the inaugu- 
ration of Messiah’s Kingdom in the world.” 

How would this eome about? It seemed reasonable to the Bible Stu- 
dents then that it would include the glorifieation of any still on earth who 
had been ehosen by God to share in the heavenly Kingdom with Christ. 


Jehovah's Witnesses Proelaimers ofGod's Kingdom p. 635 


Althemgh it is true that Russell expected the fully glorifieation of the church in 1914, this is not what he 
was here referring to. As the eomplete quotation elearly shows, Russell's use of the term "the inauguration 
of Messiah's Kingdom in the world" was an ejplieit referenee to that kingdom's earthly establishment. 

We say that aeeording to tho hest ehronologieal reekoning 
of whieh we are eapahle, it is approximately that time—wheth- 
er it he Oetober, 1914, or later. Without dogmatizing, we are 
looking for errtain events: (1) The termination of the Gentile 
times—Gentile suprcmaey in the world—and (2) For the in- 
auguration of Messiah ’s kingdom in the world. The kingdoms 
of earth will eome to an end, and “tlie God of heaven will set 
up a kingdom.” (Daniel 2:44) The Scripturcs do not say 
that the ti’oiible will eome in an hour, or in one day, or in one 
year. The intimation is that the eatastrophe eoming upon our 
eivilization will he a very sndden one. (Revelation 18:8, 10, 

17, 21; 1 Tliessalonians 5:0) But it will he very sudden if it 
eomes within twelvc montlis. The flood required many days to 
eorae, and many days to assuage. 


The Watch Tower Oetober 15,1913 p306 [Reprints 5328] 
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Aside from the obvious moral implieations of such a praetiee, does the presentation of an idealized 
doetrinal history affeet anyone? This would naturally vary with the individual, but several striking 
examples appear in Witness publications themselves. For example, the life stories of those who have been 
Jehovah’s Witnesses for many years are often told in The Watchtower. One such story appearing in the 
May 1, 1988 issue told of a woman named Matsue Ishii who was born in Japan in the year 1909. She first 
eame into eontaet with the Bible Students in the latter half of the 1920’s and her reeolleetion of this 
experience is as follows: 

At the baek of our house in Tojo-eho, 

Osaka, there was a house with a sign: 

“Osaka Braneh of the International Bible 
Students Assoeiation.” Assuming it to be 
a Ohristian group, I visited the house. 

“Do you believe in the seeond advent of 
the Lord?” I asked the young man who 
eame to the door. 

“Ohrist’s seeond advent was realized in 
1914,” he answered. 

In astonishment, I told him that was 
impossible. “You should read this book,” 
he said, handing me The Harp of God. 

To keep my husband from seeing the 
book, I hid it in a straw bag eontaining 
ehareoal and read it whenever I could. 

The Watchtower May 1, 1988 p. 22 


Aeeording to the artiele, this occurred in 1928. The problem is that Matsue Ishii's reeolleetion of this event 
eannot be reeoneiled with reality because all editions of The Harp Of God elearly and explicitly teaeh that 
Christ’s seeond advent was realized in 1874. 50 For that matter the same ean be said for the 1927 book 
Creation , the 1929 book Propheey, as well as all of the 1920’s Watch Towers. 

Another life story eoneerns Jaek H. Nathan, a British man born in 1897. He gives a similar rendition of his 
first encounter with the Bible Students: 

Finding a Purpose in Life in India 

After the war ended in 1918, there was 
no work available in England, so I rejoined 
the army and went off to India as part of 
the peaeetime garrison. In May 1920 the 
malaria flared up again, and I was sent up 
into the hills to recuperate. There I read 
all the books I could get my hands on, 
inehiding the Bible. Reading the Serip- 
tures intensified my interest in the Lord’s 
return. 

Months later, down in Kanpur, I started 
a Bible study group, hoping to learn more 
about the Lord’s return. It was there that 
I met Fredriek James, a former British 
soldier who was now a zealous Bible Stu- 
dent. He explained to me that Jesus had 
been present sinee 1914, invisible to man. 

This was the most thrilling news I had 
ever heard. My fìrst urge was to get out of 
the army. The bloodshed and death of the 
European war bad disgusted me. I wanted 
to be a peaceful missionary and preaeh 
this good news about Ohrist’s presenee. 

The Watchtower September 1, 1990 p. 11 
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By Nathan's own testimony this happened on or about the year 1920, more than ten years before Jehovah’s 
Witnesses would even begin to phase out the doetrinal signifieanee of 1874 and at a time when the main 
teaehing publications were still Russell’s Stiidies ln The Serìptmes. Further, sinee Nathan subsequently 
beeame a colporteur 51 in 1922, he would have been intimately familiar with a number of other books over 
the next few years that all taught the 1874 date for the Parousia. 52 

It hardly seems likely that both Nathan and Ishii would remember in ways that are demonstrably false what 
were obviously very important turning points in their lives, Yet this elearly appears to be the ease. If we 
give everyone involved the benefit of the doubt by assuming that: 

(a) These two individuals were both telling the truth as they remember it. 

(b) That their memoirs were neither edited nor tampered with by other writers prior to publication. 

What are we left with? What explanation ean there be for this type of a lapse, espeeially on the part of Jaek 
Nathan? Where could these two individuals have gotten the erroneous idea that Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
always taught that Christ’s invisible presenee dates frorn 1914? 

These are not the only examples of this phenomenon. In 1967, the Life story of Maxwell Friend appeared 
in The Watchtower. He relates how in 1912 he obtained a eopy of The Divine Plan OfThe Ages, how he 
eagerly read it, and how the message eontained therein brought tears to his eyes. He then elairns that he 
“...shared in spreading the good news of God’s kingdom as well as in giving emphatie warning that the year 
1914 would see the beginning of the world-shaking “tirne of the end” of the present evil disorder of 
things.” 53 This is ineredible in view of the faet that it was taught elear up until the late 1920's that the 
“time of the end” began in 1799 

The life story of Seth Keith appeared in the 1969 Watchtower. Keith relates how in 1911 he reeeived two 
pieees of literature frorn a traveling Bible Student. In Keith’s words, “One told about the eondition of the 
dead and the other intimated that the Seeond Coming of Christ Jesus was due” 54 This too is ineredible 
given the faet that this was some 21 years before the 1874 date would be disearded. 

It ean be seen then, that the history of Jehovah’s Witnesses has been thoroughly idealized. Offieial church 
history abounds both with false statements and statements that give false impressions. Period literature, 
when it is quoted at all, has been misrepresented and openly manipulated. Even the life stories of elderly 
Witnesses, for reasons that we ean only speculate upon, are irreeoneilable with church literature 
eontemporary with those accounts. 

History is neither kind nor cruel. Whether it is our friend or our enemy is entirely dependent upon our own 
willingness to honestly acknowledge it. It is unfortunate that Jehovah’s Witnesses seem to prefer that it be 
their enemy. 


A traveling evangelist. 

5 “ These would include: The Harp Of Goel (1921) Deliveranee (1926) Creation (1927) Govemment (1928) Reeoneiliation (1928) and 
Propheey (1929) 
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A Theatrieal Speetaele to the World, Both to Angels and to Men The Watchtower April 15, 1967 p. 252 

54 

Over Half a Century of Satisfying Sen’iee The Watchtower August 15. 1969 p. 507 
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